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RACISM AND “RADICAL” MISOGYNY: 
Rape, Terrorism, and the Left 


by Pamela McCarthy 


We like to think that there are some 
very sensitive, profeminist men outthere. It’s 
terrifying to belicve that the man who de- 
fends our rights, who leads our marches and 
protests — and who speaks out loudly against 
racism, rape balicry, and harassment — may 
be nothing morc than a good actor. 

It's tine to face some cold truths, Many 
of these self-proclaimed feminist men are 
anythin but. They are the same men who 
dismiss us as “silly” and “hystcrical” when 
we gcl angry. They are the same men who 
patronize us and co-opt our movement by 
deciding for us what our issues should be. 
They ure the same men who condemn vio- 
lence against us in public, but privately bru- 
lalize us. My own experiences with these 
radical men Ieft me cynical towards the mo- 
uves of “feminist men” and towards the 
Progressive movement in gencral. I was ha- 

rissedand Uireatened by a“pro-feministman.” 

Onc radical man told me how much fun itwas 

when his Sister was ina cast, because he was 
able to draw sexually graphic pictures all 
over it. These men are especially dangerous 
because they believe they are beyond re- 
proach. Racism, rape battery, and sexual ha- 
rassment are not crimes they sce themselves 
committing, because they spew the polili- 
cally correct lines—and we buy iL, ata cosLlo 
our own well-being. 

T have recently come across a case that 
only proves my point. Itis so vicious thatany 
ideas we may have about exceptional men 
will be all but demolished. 

On March 4,1988, Demetria Morris, a 
15-ycar-old African-Amcrican girl, was 
brutally raped in her Des Moines, lowa home 
by Mark Curtis, a white man. He forced his 
way into her encloscd front porch, threatened 
her, beat her, and sexually assaultcd her. 
Thanks to the quick thinking of Demetria’s 
11-ycar-old brother Jason, who witnessed the 
rape unobserved from another room and called 
911, the police arrived and caught Curtis 
quite literally with his pants down around his 
ankles. They also found Demetria, naked 
from the waist down, bleeding from the face, 
pointing at Curtis, and crying, “He just raped 
me.” Neighbors, drawn by the police cars, 
gathered outside and witnessed this. 

The following September, an all-white 
jury in Des Moines found Curtis guilty of 
burglary and third degree sexual assault. He 
was sentenced 10 years for sexual assault and 
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25 years for burglary in the lowa State Prison. 

You would think that this would be the 
end of the story, but itisn’t. Mark Curtis is a 
member of the Socialist Worker’s Party 
(SWP). The day after his release from jail on 
bail, he and the SWP formed the Mark Curtis 
Defense committee (MCDC), and built a 
defense campaign with international pro- 
gressive support on the claim that his arrest 
was part of a government frame-up. Curtis, 
they said, was victimized because of his hight 
for the rights of workers and immigrants. 
This SWP/MCDC campaign is really noth- 
ing more than terrorism against this rape 
survivor and her family. When Demctria re- 
turned to school, after taking four months off 
lo recover physically and cmotionally from 
the brutal rape, she was grectcd by SWP/ 
MCDC membcrs handing out flyers de- 
nouncing her asa liar and martyring Curtis. In 
fact, they handed her onc of their flyers, a 
rather dubious gift, considering her trauma. 
She couldn’t find any peace from this new 
version of ‘Lefty gang rape” when she went 
home, since the SWP/MCDC had plastered 
these flyers up and sown her street and all 
over her neighborhood. The SWP/MCDC 
further violated Demctria and her family by 
videotaping them without their knowledge or 
consent, and showing clips of them in an 
internalionally distributed video (which they 
are selling for $15 each all over the world) 
minimizing the factthat Curtis raped Demetria 
and exaggerating Curtis’s activism. The pri- 
vale investigator hired by Curtis’s attorney 
dug into the Morris family background, look- 
ing for rcasons to discredit them, rather than 
investigating Curtis’s outlandish alibi. (He 
claims he was lured to the Morris house by an 
African-American woman, and thatthe police 
then showed up, handcuffed him, and pulled 
his pants down.) They created an atmosphere 
so racist and so violent in Des Moines that 
somconc bumced a pile of leaves in the shape 
of across on the Morris family’s front lawn. 
While even Curtis had to admit “something 
horrible” had happened to Demetria, the SWP/ 
MCDC still refers to her as the “alleged rape 
victim.” 

The SWP/MCDC has also used this 
case as a way to bankroll their organization. 
By their own admission in the Bay State 
Banner, a Boston-based African-American 
newspaper, they have made acool million on 
the back of this rape survivor. Some estimatc 


that they have made more than double that. I- 


gucss the lesson for radical men is that rape is 
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not only something that the Left can dismiss 
as irrelevant. The idea of “false rape charges” 
can make a politically correct rapist and his 
buddies mountains of cash as well. 

IfDemeutria was white and middleclass, 
these tactics would never have been toler- 
atcd. If she had connections in the peace and 
social justicc/progressive communitics, the 
rallies denouncing her as a liar, the minimi- 
zation of the attack on her, and the over- 
whelming support of progressive, feminist, 
and civil rights activists and organizations for 
Curtis would have been nonexistent. Instead, 
there has been — until recently — undisputed 
support, evidenced by the thousands of en- 
dorsers who have signed on, including the 
likes of William Kunstler, and whole chap- 
ters of the National Organization for Women 
(NOW). 

Enter the NAACP’ scountercampaign, 
led by Mary Bertin, a long-time civil rights 

activistin Boston. In her investigation, Bertin 
found that the SWP/MCDC won widespread 
and undisputed support — nol to mention 
gencrous cash donations —— from many pro- 
gressive activists and organizations, duc to a 
campaign of misinformation and denial. 

Several hours after Curtis was arrestcd 
at the Morris family home for the rape of 
Demetria Morris, he was beaten at the police 
station by two police officers who were not 
involved in the arrest. However, he was 
awarded $11,000 in a civil suit against the 
Des Moines Police Department for that beat- 
ing. Whilcthe SWP/MCDC constantly shows 
pictures of Curtis after his beating, they do 
notshow the pictures of Demetria after Curtis 
raped her, with half-dollar sized bruises and 
lacerations on her face, head, neck and back. 
(Her family, while able to show the photo, 
chose to leave Demetria with some dignity.) 
Indeed, whilc the SWP/MCDC screams about 
this beating (which no one condones), they 
fail to mention that Curtis brutally raped a 
teenage girl. They say that Curtis was framed 
because he fought for the rights of workers 
and Latino immigrants. Yet in Des Moines, 
no Latino activist even knew who he was 
before he raped Demetria Morris and became 
a media celebrity. Curtis’s own local (United 
Food and Commercial Workers, District Lo- 
cal 431) union refuses to support him. The 
South Central Iowa Federation of Labor AFL- 
CIO unanimously passed a strongly worded 
resolution denouncing Curtis and urging the 
labor movement not to support him, and to 
rescind support where it was given. 

Curtis supporters say that Demctria was 
lying, but can’t scem to explain why she ran 
from her house naked from the waist down, 
with Curtis trying to bolt to the back of her 
house with his pants down around his ankles. 
The SWP/MCDC says there is noevidence of 
Curtis raping Demetria. They ignore the tes- 
limonies of the doctor and the rape crisis 
counselor who treated her in the emergency 
room the night she was altacked. They never 
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‘Both Keet 
in the Door” 


Fifteen Years of Feminist 
Journalism in the Valley 


by Julie Melrose 


This article, with minor changes, 
originally appeared in Ms. magazine in Sep- 
tember of 1979. Some of its style and lan- 
guage is dated, but it does document anevent 
which was a catalyst for the establishment of 
independent women's media in the valley. 1 
would like to be able to add that the need for 
specifically feminist media ts also dated, but 
! believe it to be more crucial than ever. 

It was the preference of Ms. that 
their coverage of the Collegian occupation 
focus on the “human interest’ angle rather 
than analysis of the media issue involved. To 
refocus attention on those issues, 1 will note 
here, as food for thought, some of what 1 
learned from the Collegian situation: 

* Freedom of the press belongs to 
the owner of the press—who in most cases, 
due to unequal distribution of wealth, is nota 
woman. 

°A mult-cultural society cannot be 
adequately represented by a mainstream me- 
dia which operates within a very narrow 
range of dominant views. 

¢ There is no such thing as objective 
journalism. Objective journalismis that writ- 
ing which upholds dominant cultural reality, 
and therefore appears to be neutral. The 
worst thing a news story can be called in the 
world of mainstream journalism is “biased.” 
Yet according to dictionary definition, some- 
thing which is “biased” is simply something 
which goes against the grain. 

° Control of information is a major 
means of social and political control. The 
information with which we have contact de- 
fines our sense of our lives and choices. 

+ Systems have a power of their own. 
International feminist pressure could not 
change the actions of a small group of Colle- 
gian editors because those editors were simply 
not accountable to women. Our ongoing 
challenge is to create that accountability. 

As a final “fifteenth anniversary 
note”, want to acknowledge again all of the 
women who joined or supported the Colle- 
gian occupation, and to whom this issue of 
VWV may find its way. The memory of their 
righteous anger and seemingly limitless en- 
ergy remains vivid to me. 

Under exhausting circumstances 
that would have turned manyactivists against 
one another, we lived peacefully for twelve 
days. No one was injured; nothing was stolen 
or damaged. We shared what we had, took 
care of each other, and sent the world's 
women a message that we have the right to 
speak to one another in public forums about 
whatever we define as important. Whenever 
f am asked why I think a world based on 
feminist values would be a more cooperative 
place, it ts those twelve days that 1 think of 
first 

-Julie Melrose 
Full Article on page 5 


Policy Statement 


The Valley Women's Voice, a monthly 
feminist newsjournal, welcomes women’s 
wrilings, poetry, graphics, and photography 
that reflect a feminist commitment to the 
empowerment of all women. The Voice 
provides a forum for women to share chal- 
lenging and controversial ideas. We aim to 
communicate and suengthen bonds between 
women by making them visible in our pages. 
The Valley Women’ s Voice ts produced 
onacollective, consensus, voluntecr basis by 
agroupof feminists. We donotagree with all 
opinions expressed in the Voice by indi- 
vidual authors, bul we accept responsibility 
for choosing lo print everything in the paper. 
CONTRIBUTION GUIDELINES 
The Valley Women's Voice welcomes 
lellers, essays, narralives, interviews, 
newsbricls, poems, short stories, cartoons, 


“Gruff Diva” 


To the Valley Women's Voice: 

Let me begin by saying that it saddens 
mc to even have to write this, but write it I 
must. Several months ago, in celebration of 
my partner’s birthday, I went to Hartford to 
seca performance by Lea DeLaria. I had scen 
her previously at the Northampton Lesbian 
Festival, and found her humor to be relatively 
non-objectionable, although somewhat abra- 
sive. Some of her work was refreshing, such 
as a look at class issucs within the lesbian 
community, themes of gender misidcn- 
tification, and dealing with a homophobic 
family in denial. It seemed clear that Lea had 
the power and the wisdom to help us laugh at 
some very real and painful issucs that were 
common to many of us. Lca demonstrated 
that day in Northampton that humor can be a 
healing and a uniting force for any minority 
stuck fast in the potentially sel f-cffacing grind 
of oppression, or so it seemed... 

In retrospect, I can remember certain 
jokes from her performance in Northampton 
that could have wamcd mc that my line could 
be crossed. In Hartford, when Lea became 
abusive, in my opinion, to women in the 
audicncc, | was suddenly reminded of the 
crass, insulting style of Don Rickles and 
other male comedians. Lea stuck her crotch 
in a woman’s facc in a way thal would have 
made mc go after a man for doing the samc 
thing. Granicd, Lea is not a man, and it isn’t 
the samc thing, on some levels. But on other 
levels, I belicve it is. Lea also began to insult 
other women inher jokes, lcsbianand straight 
women; all women itscemed, were fair game. 
Maybc I was watching Don Rickles after all. 

But no, Lea DeLaria is not a man and 
thercfore will never be as offensive to me as 
aman cxhibiting similar behaviors. In other 
ways, though, I am more pissed at her be- 
causc I had higher expectations; maybe that is 
wherc I have gone wrong. Iexpecicdalesbian 
performer to not embrace the male culture 
that has consistently denigrated and abuscd 
women. I expected a woman of her talent to 
get beyond our obvious conditioning, to scck 
oul humor that can cmpower Iesbian women 
and all women (or at Icast try to). I think of 
how crazy and misogynist this world is and 
how much there is to ridicule besides other 
women. I wonder if, in the name of “reclaim- 
ing” Iesbian sexuality, Lea felt her behavior 
lo be somchow different and Icss offensive/ 
abusive. But why reclaim lesbian sexuality at 
all if it means stopping short and remaining 
within patriarchal definitions? Why not travel 
further back in time when the powcr of cre- 
ation and all of life was rightfully attributed to 
women’s sexuality, when the female form 
was worshipped and acknowledged for her 
beauty and her extraordinary power? Why do 


graphics, and photographs. Writtcn submis- 
sions should be 3 to 5 pages typed, double 
spaced. Yourname, address, and phone num- 
ber must be enclosed with all materials so that 
we may verify submissions and/or contact 
youtodiscussany necessary editorial changes. 
A short biographical statement is also appre- 
ciated. An author who docs not wish her 
namc Lo be printed should indicate this when 
submitting items. Please enclose a SASE if 
you would like materials returned to you. 
Submissions typed on disk are greatly appre- 
ciatcd. We use Microsoft Word 4.0, and our 
computer accepts double density disks, not 
high density. You may fax articles and cal- 
endar or announcement listings to (413) 545- 
4751 (please clearly mark Valley Women’s 
Voice on cach page of the fax). The decision 
to printmatcrtals is made collectively, and all 
major cditorial changes are made in conjunc- 
tion with the author. However, we reserve the 


right to make minor cditorial corrections Lo 
submissions for purposes of clarity and space 
constraints. Although we cannot afford to 
pay contributors, we do send a complimen- 
tary copy of the issuc in which your itcm 
appears. : 
Send submissions to: Valley Women S$ 
Voice, 321 Student Union Building, Univer 
sity of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA 01003. 
If you have ideas for future articles, or are nol 
surc how your particular interests and talents 
may add to the paper, call us and Ict’s discuss 
the possibilitics. Our number is (413) 545- 
2436. oe 
CALENDAR & ANNOUNCE- 
MENT LISTINGS : 
The Valley Women's Voice would Uke 
lo print announcements and publicize events 
of interest to women. Listings are free ee 
should be kept io 5 lines in length. (Items 6" 
be cdited to fit space constraints.) ANNOUNCE 


Letters to the Collective _ 


you stop so short, Lea? Why do you scll 
yourself so shortand recreate male culturc’in 
the name of lesbian humor? 

And, as cynical as this may sound, it 
docsn’t surprise me that the straight media 
has pickcd up on Lea’s work and are ready to 
promote il so casily. 

Lea would possibly call me onc of the 
“thought police” that I’ve heard her angrily 
denounce. But as hard as am being on her, | 
hope that there is still room for an exchange 
of ideas and even criticism within the lesbian 
community. | belicve that Lea Delaria has 
within her power the ability to be an excellent 
lesbian comedian. Particularly in light of her 
recent straight world acceptance; Lea will be 
afforded a certain amount of power that she 
can usc to place the shots where they belong. 

In closing, I would like to put forth a 
challenge to Lea and her performance skills, 
a challenge to strike out, if that’s her style, at 
some of the disgusting and perverted things 
that go on in this culture and are accepted as 
the nonn. There is so much out there to go 
after; just reading the newspaper, the movic 
revicws of film after film of woman stalking, 
torture, and slaughter is cnough to deserve a 
ficry rebuttal, of which, I’m sure, Lea is more 
than capable. In shorn, the material is out 
there, ready and wailing for some outrageous 
lesbian reply. Whatdo you say Lea? Go for it! 


Martha J. Lynch 


NOILVWYOSNI SHOW ® SYNHOOUE HOS SLUM 


Dear Valley Women’s Voice: 

I greatly appreciated the article on 
“Mental Health Management” by Atlecn 
Journey. But! would like to warm readers that 
so-called feminist therapists arc as abusive 
as traditional oncs and arc just as supportive 
of coercion. - 

In fact, since theirs is a politically 
correcl, pure form of psychobabblc, they Icel 
all the more justified in shoving it down the 
throats of everyone clsc. They are like the 
various versions of Christianity developed. 
centurics ago as a reaction against the pre- 
vailing theology, only to become as oppres- 
siveas their predecessors. Athcism is beyond 
their comprehension. 

And itis not casy to be a non-believer 
in this psychological socicty. 

Instead of challenging the usc of psy- 
chiatric labels to control behavior and ideas, 
feminist therapists just want the labels to be 
uscd against bchaviors and ideas they do not 
like. Thus we have “homophobia” from those 
who know all too well the harm done by 
mental health professionals who labeled 
homoscxuality a discasce. 

—Nancy 


Dear FTMs and Gender Community: 
The 1993 Northampton, Massachusetts 
Pride March will be held on May 8 at 12 
Noon. This year’s march has been named the 
~ 1993" Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and 


WWTMC PO, BOX 22. WALHALLA, Mi 49458 


ments for non-profit organizations will be 
give preference and additional space when it 
is available. 

We request that Calendar listings pro- 
vide the following information: name, datc, 
time, and location of the event; cost of attend- 
ing une event (sliding scale? work exchange?); 
the sponsor of the event and recipicnt of 
procecds, if any; a statement about accessi- 
bility for disabled women (wheelchair ac- 
cessible? ASL interpreted?); a phone 
number where inquirics may be directed, 

Individuals and organizations may re- 
quest thata photograph be printed along with 
4 Calendar listing. A nominal {ce is charged 
to cover prinung costs. Only black-and-white 
photographs can be accepted. Duc to Space 
constraints, we may not be able to accept all 
photographs for publication, and preference 
will be given to non-profit organizations. 


Transgender Pride March” for the first time 
ever. | lobbied hard for the addition of the *T" 
word to the March titke—and won! There is a 
fotol support for the inclusion of Transgender 
organizations in the March—and for TVs/ 
TSs as speakers and entertainers at the rally, 
Plan for your group to march behind your 
organization, sign or banner. We need to be 
visible this year to guarantec the inclusion of 
Transgender in Pride marches for years to 
come. And call me if you're a speaker/en- 
tertainer who wants to perform — or for 
morc information. You can reach me at (41 3) 
584-7616. 

Come out and help the Gender Com- 
munity grow! 

Best Regards, 

Bet Power 


An.open letter to our community, 

Valerie Taylor is one of our oldest \w- 
ings Nauonal treasures. Whether you bought 
Whisper Their Love from a drugstore rack in 
1957 or Prism in a women’s bookstore in 
1981, or have just heard her name, the factis, 
she has made a difference in your life. 

Valeric, now 79, was creating lesbian 
literature before most of us came out. She 
writes with humor, hope and triumph about 
the struggle of old Iesbians, poor Icsbians, 
disabled lesbians and all gay people. Even in 
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BLACK LIBERATION RADIO: 
Mbanna Kuntako is on the verge of creating 
a media revolution. Kantako, who lives in 
Springfield, Hlinois, is a 31-year-old uncm- 
ploycd public housing resident who operates 
the nation’s most notorious unlicensed radio 
Station. Known as Black Liberation Radio, it 
Operates on a J-watt transmitter with a 
broadcast range of one mile. Kantako’s sta- 
lon Is six years old and for the last wo and a 
half years has operated in Nagrant violation 
ofa federal coun order to cease broadcasting. 


Kantako vows he is willing to go to prison if 


need be, and supporters of the station say they 
will ask Amnesty Intemational to declarc 
him a political prisoner if he is Jailed by the 
government. Kantako (an adopted African 
name which means “resisting warrior”) started 
broadcasting Six years ago as a result of his 
disgust with the mainstream media and their 
failure to cover news, interests, and music of 
the African American community. The station 
was ignored by the local powers that be until 
Kantako broadcasta series of interviews with 
African Americans who had been brutalized 
by the local police. The police chicfresponded 
by reporting his unlicensed broadcasting to 
the FCC which fined Kantako $750. When he 
refused to pay, they took him to federal court. 
Kantako then refused to participate in the 
court process because the judge would not 
appoint an attorncy for his defense. He lost 
the cuse by default. The federal judge issucd 
an order on March 30, 1990, that was sup- 
posed to shut down the station but Kantako 
has delicd the order. Springficld police re- 
taliated by arresting Kantako’s 9 ycar old son 
for being involved ina shoving match during 
u soccer game at his clementary school. 
Kantako then removed his three children 
from public school to teach them at home. 
Last year, the slug from a .357 magnum 
smashed through Kantako’s front room win- 
dow, while he was conducting an intervicw 
on the subject of white supremacy. The 
Springficld Police didn’t bother toinvestigate. 
The reason why the government has failed to 
enforce its court order may be that Kantako’s 
case could serve as a Iegal test of the consti- 
lutionality of FCC licensing regulations. He 
contends that FCC “financial viability” re- 
quircments for licensing arc a violation of his 
First Amendment rights and that it is uncon- 
stitutional to set standards that exclude large 
segments of the population from access to the 
airwaves. It takes a minimum of $50,000 to 
start the smallest licensed F.M. station (100 
watts). Mbanna Kantako may be contacted 
at: Black Liberation Radio, c/o 333 N. 12th 
Street, Springficld, IL, 62702; (217) 527- 
1298.(NLNS, Misc.Activist.Progressive 
Usenet Newsgroup, 4-23-93) 


NATIVE AMERICAN ELDER 
JAILED: On March 3, 1993, Clifford Dann 
was convicted of assaulting a federal officer 
during a raid by U.S. land management au- 
thoritics near his ranch in Nevada. Dann 
faces a 35-month minimum sentence and is 
being held at the Washoe County Detention 
Facility until his scheduled scnicncing on 
May 17. Dann, a Western Shoshone clder, 
was urrested last November 19 when he at- 
tempicd to stop U.S. Bureau of Land Man- 
agement (BLM) agents from rounding up 
horses. Blocking the road with his truck, 
Dann stood in the bed, doused himself with 
gasoline, and announced that he would sct 
himself on fire if BLM agents did not relcase 
the horses. After speaking with Dann’s sister 
Carrie, agents convinced Dann to leave his 
vehicle. When Dann approached officers, 


compiled by Sharon Herbert 


sull carrying a container of gasoline and a 
lighter, they assaulted him with fire extin- 
guishers and wrestled him to the ground. The 
BLM alleges that the Dann family has failed 
to oblain grazing permits and that their cattle 
and horses have overgrazed the range. The 
Wesicrn Shoshone maintain that they do not 
need permits since the 1863 Treaty of Ruby 
Valley gives them jurisdiction over their land. 
The U.S. government does not recognize the 
sovercignty of thc Westem Shoshonc Nation. 
At the request of Dann’s court-appointed 
lawycr, John Abel of Carson City, an 
evidentiary hearing was held prior to the trial 
loaddress the issuc of jurisdiction. The defense 
called Dr. Bruce Clark, a Canadian lawyer 
who specializes in indigenous jurisdictional 
issues and law. Clark testified that the 1863 
trcaty precludes the U.S. Court’s jurisdiction 
over Westem Shoshone territory. The judge, 
however, decided that the treaty had been 
abrogated by a 1985 Supreme Court decision 
that the U.S. had acquired Icgal title from the 
Western Shoshone through Indian Claims 
Court in 1977. The judge ruled the defense 
arguments immaterial, and proceeded with 
Dann’s trial. Dann refused to allow his at- 
tomcy to cross-examine proscculion wil- 
nesses, [ccling that defending himsclf would 
be to accept the court’s jurisdiction. In court, 
BLM agent Joe Morris admitted that the 
round up violated BLM’s own regulations 
governing the Wild Horse and Burro 
program.The jury convicted Dann on one 
count of assaulting a fedcral officer. Among 
the Shoshone, Dann’s conviction is viewed 
as an ironic victory, in that it will force the 
U.S. courts to deal with indigenous sover- 
cignty issucs during the appcals proccss. A 
spokesperson for Clifford Dann stated that 
Dann’s goal is to “ensure that the precedents 
and statues defending native liberty are ad- 
dressed within the judicial system.” To offer 
assistance or for more information: Western 
Shoshone Defense Project General Delivery 
Crecent Valley, Nevada 89821 (702) 468- 
0230 Voice (702) 468-0237 Fax 
(Misc. Activist.Progressive, 4-21-93) 


BROWN ORDERED TO RE- 
STORE WOMEN’S TEAMS: The U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the First Circuit in 
Boston has uphelda U.S. District Courtorder 
requiring Brown University to immcediatcly 
rcinstate its women’s gymnastics and vol- 
leyball tcams to full varsity status. The ruling 
inCohcnctal. v. Brown University is the first 
appcals court decision in the nation applying 
Title IX to intercollegiate athletics. Trial 
Lawyers for Public Justice (TLPJ) is the 
national public interest law firm represenung 
the women athletes. “This ruling makes clear 
what we have said all along - ifa school wants 
to climinate teams before womcn have their 
fair sharc of opportunitcs Lo participate, they 
can only climinate men’s teams,” said TLPJ 
Exccutive Director Arthur Bryant, co-counscl 
in the casc. The class action, filed April, 
1992, charged Brown with violating Title Ix 
of the Education Amendments of 1972, the 
federal law that prohibits sex discrimination 
by all cducational institutions receiving {ed- 
eral funds. Brown terminated the two 
women’s teams as university-funded sports 
in May 1991, allowing them to continue to 
compete against varsity teams if they could 
raise their own funds for uniforms, travel, 
coaches, and all othcr expenses. They had 
also becn denied admission preferences for 
use in recruiting new members. “This is a 
major victory for women and the cause of 
equal rights,” said TLPJ lead counsel Lynctte 


Labinger of Providence’s Roney & Labingcr. 
“Universitics across America need to re- 
evaluate their programs quickly. Tiuc 1X is 
the law and it’s going lo be enforced.” Three 
similar Title IX appeals await decision. Colo- 
rado Statc University, Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania (IUP), and Colgate University 
are asking federal appeals courts lo overturn 
court orders requiring them to rcinstate or 
establish specific women’s varsity tcams. 
Continuing ils cutting-cdge Title IX activi- 
lics, TLPJ is representing women athletes at 
IUP. (Misc.Activism.Progressive Usenet 
Newsgroup, 4-19-98) 


HAITI-AU.S.PROTECTORATE?:- 
During the days before the Haitian military 
backed out of the UN accord, the Pentagon 
began sclectively revealing its own plans for 
Haiti. Clinton adminisuation officials said 
that once democracy was restored US would 
send military advisors to “professionalizc” 
the Hailianarmy and “instill democratic ideas” 
in the armed forces. The project would be 
under Morton Halpcrin, Clinton’s nominee 
forancw Defense Department post oversccing 
the Pentagon’s “post-Cold War” program for 
“promoting democracy.” Some Aristide 
backers have reportedly accepted the idea of 
a US military role as a way of reducing the 
power of the Haitian military, although the 
plan is said to have “raiscd hackles” in Port- 
au-Prince as the US military occupied Haiti 
from 1915 to 1934 under a similar plan for 
“promoting democracy.” The New York 
Times has tcntalively named Washington’s 
current Haiti policy “the Clinton Doctrine.” 
An Apr. 18 analysis article says the admin- 
istration “has decided that Haiti should serve 
as a precedent-sctting example of a new usc 
of American powcrinthe hemisphere: muscle 
dramatically deployed behind concerted in- 
temational action in favor of democracy.” 
“Colonialism’s Back - and Not a Moment 
Too Soon” is the headtine for a “think picce” 


- from the Times magazine for the same day. 


Author Paul Johnson argucs that the UN 
should go back to making protcctorates of 
various Third World nations, as was done 
with European colonies after World War Onc. 
“Trustees” chosen from among nations of the 
“civilized world” wouldrulc the new colonics 


- under mandates ranging from five ycars to a 


fullcentury. “Itis important.thatthe first pilot 
projects should be carefully chosen, and [the] 
trustecs expericnced” (presumably in colo- 
nialism). Johnson suggests six possible pilot 
projects, all nations with a black majority: 
Somalia, Liberia, Zairc, Angola, Mozambique 
and Haiti.(NicaNet NY, Misc. Activist. Pro- 
gressive Usenet Newsgroup, 4-21-93) 


NAFTA: POSTPONED BUT NOT 
FORGOTTEN: The Clinton administration 
is asking Congress to postpone considcration 
of the North Amcrican Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) between Canada, Mexico and the 
US unt! legislators have finished work on the 
administration’s domestic cconomic program. 
However, the administration docs plan to 
have Congress approve the pact before the 
end of the year, so that it can go into effect as 
planned on Jan. 1. The White House is also 
pushing for Congress to renew the “fast track” 
procedure, which facilitates the quick passage 
of ade agreements without amendments. 
The administration wants NAFTA pushed 
through before next year’s presidential clec- 
tions in Mexico since it is unknown who will 
succeed Mexico’s current pro-US president, 


Carlos Salinas de Gortari. Among US voters, 
NAFTA has recently run into problems. H. 
Ross Perot began a tour of anti-NAFTA 
speaking engagements incarly April. In other 
bad publicity for NAFTA, 16 familics from 
Brownsville, Texas, have brought a suit 
against 88 maquiladoras (assembly plants) 
located across the border in Matamoros, 
Mexico. The familics charge that chemical 
dumping by the maquilas—including plants 
owncd by Phillips, General Instrumcnts, 
Fisher-Price, and AT& T—caused a dramatic 
risc inthe birth ofanencephalitic babics (born 
missing all or part of their brains) since 1986 
on both sides of the border. The maquilas 
along the border are gencrally considercd 
prototypes for the US-owncd plants that will 
move to Mexico under NAFTA. The Clinton 
administration is secking to diffuse labor and 
environmental concems by negotiating sidc 
agreements with Mexico regarding the role 
of trilateral labor and environmental com- 
missions in regulating disputes. Under 
NAFTA, the commissions (unelected bodics 
appointed by the three countrics’ exccutives) 
will refer problems to an appointed trilateral 
panel which will then have the power to order 
businesses and even governments to stop 
whatever the pancl judges to be “unfair trade 
practices.” There is reason to question whether 
these commissions will defend labor and 
environmental interests or instcad will ovcr- 
rule protective laws the three countries already 
have on the books.(NicaNet NY, 
Misc.Activist.Progressive Usenet Newsgroup, 
4-21-93) 


DEFORESTATION CAUSES 
FLOOD DISASTER IN ECUADOR: On 
March 30, weeks of torrential rains caused an 
entire mountain to be dislodged into the Paute 
River in southern Ecuador, forming a huge 
lake several kilometers long and containing 
an cstimated 120 million cubic meters of 
watcr. The newly formed lake is now threal- 
ening to overflow its mudslide dam and flood 
the entire valley where the country’s major 
hydroelectric plant is located. The mudslide 
and cnsuing flood killed 38 people and nearly 
100 are missing. Thousands of familics have 
becn made homeless. According to official 
eslimates, the landslide has caused $100 
million in cconomic losses. In addition to the 
Paute River disaster, other parts of the coun- 
ury have been hit by severe flooding, over- 
flowing rivers and mudslides, duc to unusu- 
ally heavy rains. Jorge Barba, director of 
Ecuador’s Forest and Wildlife Institute 
(INEFAN), blames the logging of 140,000 
hectares of forest annually for the recent 
spate of floods and natural disasters in the 
country. “It’s increasingly urgent to control 
the indiscriminate felling of trees, because 
deforestation is responsible for tragedies like 
the onc in the Paute River arca™ because it 
alters weather paticrns, explained Barba. He 
said his department will introduce strict 
controls on loggers operating in forests and 
timber plantations so that “it won’tbe possible 
to move any kind of timber without the cor- 
responding permit.”"(NicaNet NY, 
Misc.Activist.Progressive Usenel Newsgroup, 
4-21-93) 


eos Ct” 
The Construction of a Terrorist Enemy 


by Rachel Broudy 


Amongst all the commentary on the 
recent bombing of the World Trade Center, 
onc fear consistently emerges: that the U.S. 
has now become a target for widespread 
terrorism and that U.S. citizens are no longer 
safc from the political extremists of the world. 
The mainstream news reporting on the Trade 
Center event presents this new terrorism as if 
it is lurking around every comcr, waiting to 
explode in the path of good, decent hard- 
working Amcricans. The following arc somc 
headlines indicative of this uend. “Blast 
Shatters Hlusion That U. S. Soil is Immune 
From Terrorists” [New York Timcs, March 
7, 1993}; “Use of Explosives In Crimes 
Doubles Since 1987, Taking Nearly 1,200 
Lives,” subtitled “Blasts Occur At Icast Five 
Times A Day in The U.S.” {Washington Post, 
March 13, 1993]. “When a Namc on a Busi- 
ness Card Became a Suspect In a Day of 
Terror” {New York Times, March 1], 1993}. 
In response, international airport security is 
already being stepped up and there has been 
talk of tightening even morc the alrcady sc- 
vercly restrictive immigration laws (although 
the “authoritics” have admitted that 
Mohammed Salamch wasinitially here Icgally 
and his terrorist intentions could not have ben 
detected by our finc immigration officers). 

The mcedia’s creation of this omni- 
present tcrroristsccms to bea purposcful onc. 
The current geo-political situation presents a 
particularly uscful time for the U.S. govern- 
ment to rally opposition against revolution- 
ary groups in this and other countrics via 
manipulation of the ‘terrorist’ icon. Since 
Reagan succeeded in facilitating the disintc- 
gration of the Sovict cconomy, the cold war 
is no morc. Who is to be our cncmy then? 
With many nationalist movements on the risc 


abroad and social unrest stirring morc strongly 
in this country, the U.S. government needs to 
build a new oppositional context. Before it 
was Communism. Now it scems to be “terror- 
ism’. 

The specu of terrorism began lo appear 
on the scene concurrently with the forcign 
policy of President Bush and the end of the 
cold war. Historically, tcrrorism has oftcn 
provided the impetus and rationale for U.S. 
military intervention and war. For example, 
Saddam Husscin, the FMLN in Nicaragua, the 
gangs in Somalia and the PLO have all becn 
subjects of U.S. military force becausc of their 
terrorist acts. The difference now, with the 
current emergence of terrorism, is that the 
invincibility of the United States has been 
challenged. Bush’s tcrrorism was “out there”, 
and we had to fight to prevent its spread of 
power, also “out there”. With the bombing of 
the World Trade Center, it is no longer only 
“out there” Now it has become an issuc of 
national security which dramatically changes 
the effects it will have on the national level. 
The enemy is now inside U.S. borders and the 
war can be internally focused. 

The real danger of this lics in the ran- 
domness, unidentifiability and clusivencss of 
these supposcd terrorists. Anyonc could po- 
tentially be a terrorist. A fear is being created 
and this fear is being given the face of people 
of color. How convenient for the U.S. govem- 
ment that the current suspect of this bombing 
is a third world fundamentalist, a Muslim no 
less. The perceived arrival of terrorisin in this 
country with its clusive personac serves as an 
excuse lo build up security. For if Muslim, 
Palestinian, Iranian and Egypuan terrorists are 
slinking into the political and financial centers 
in the city, it will be seen as the government's 
responsibility to protect its people. This pro- 
tection Lranslatcs into an increascd police statc, 


increased harassment of people of color and 
minority communitics, and morc jobs for the 
FBI. 

The news headlines bely the racial 
categorization of tcrrorism as well. “Radical 
Muslims’ Irc Over West Scen On Risc” 
(Boston Globe, March 7, 1993}; “Suspect In 
Blast Identificd As A Jordanian Citizen” 
{New York Times, March 7, 1993] and an 
article entitled “Palestinian Engineer Held In 
Bombing of Trade Center” directly followed 
by another article headed “Egypt Cracks 
Down on Muslim Militants In a Scrics of 
Raids” {New York Times, March 11, 1993}. 
Theconsccutive placementof thesc two ncws 
items is not coincidental. In addition, in the 
Los Angeles Times [March 3, 1993] an ar- 
ticle on the bombing included a graph of the 
perpetrators of terrorist acts in this country 
which attributed twenty-three out of thirty- 
four attacks to Pucrto Ricans. 

The creation of a political context de- 
fined by terrorism serves one other uscful 
purposc for the U.S. government: it provides 
an casily accessible label for any kind of 
protest violence occuring in this country. 
Any struggle against social and political op- 
pression or fighting back on the individual 
level can be classified as terrorist activity. It 
is definitely to the benefit of those in power 
to have this readily available category by 
which to dismiss and discredit political ac- 
tivity. At the same time it will provide the 
backdrop to severe punishment. 

I fear this all is a precursor of the 
United States preparing to fight its newfound 
enemy. Nota nation, nota political ruler, not 
ancthical wrong, but “the terrorist.” And this 
war will be clearly defined by random vio- 
Ience against pcople of color and political 
repression in the name of national sccurity. 
But then again, what clsc is ncw? 
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the carly 1960s her Erica Fromm scrics dared 
happy cndings. 

When Jeannette Foster, ground-break- 
ing author of Sex Variant Women in Litera- 
ture (1956) was ina nursing home, Valeric 
was instrumental in creating the Iesbian-sup- 
ported fund which helped pay for Jeannctte’s 
care until her death. 

Today, Valcric Taylor necds us to re- 
turn some of the support and love she has 
given. She lives with a varicty of medical 
problems. Because of nerve damage ina leg 
she uses hcrarms andacanc for balance. Now 
she has fractured a shoulder and cannot walk, 
write or carc for hersclf. 

Immediate special carc is needed lor 
about six weeks. Although Medicare and 
basic donated health insurance cover a por- 
tionofhernceds, she has only a social security 
check to pay for the rest. Arizona has no 
Mcuicaid and, low-income as Valcric is, she 
doesn’t qualify for the state program. With 
your help we can insure that a pionecring 
lesbian writer gets the care she needs. 

Please mail contributions to: 

Valerie Taylor Fund 

c/o Antigone Books 

600 N. 4th Avenuc 

Tucson, AR 85705 

Make checks payable to Valcrice Tay- 
lor. If you can’t afford to donate money, fet 
Valeric know what her books have meant to 
you! 

Thank you for your gencrosity, 

Lee Lynch 

Cara Loise Vaughn 

Tee Corinne 

Barbara Gricr 

Jean Sirius 

Carol Scajay 
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Liberation Rally 
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THE BEAN GOOSE INN 


PO Box 27. Warner, N.H. 03278 
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After the March 


Lesbian Dance 
at 9pm, $2-5 
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SELF-EXPLORATION FOR WOMEN 


ANNIE MCCOLLUM 


* trained in psychosynthesis 


* experienced in Jungian 
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approaches to dreamwork 


* emphasis on making choices: 
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and integrating feelings’ 
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Western Massachusetts’ Largest Selection 
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P.O. Box 515V © Brunswick, Maine (4011 
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“Both Feet in the Door” 


The Fifteenth Anniversary of the Feminist Occupation of the Collegian 


by Julie Melrose 


STUDENTS SEIZE NEWSPAPER: 
BARRICADE THEMSELVES IN OF- 
FICES. Ten years ago, among waves of stu- 
dent protest, that headline would have come 
as ho surprise. But in the politically moder- 
ale, carcer-obsessed seventics, the headline 
is big news. 

On April 30, 1978, 50 women seized 
the offices of the Daily Collegian at the 
University of Massachusetts. They were 
protesting the student newspaper’s treatment 
of women’s news. 

Massachusetts’ “Pioncer Valley”—site 
of five colleges—is the home of a sizable 
feminist community. A Women’s Studies 
program at the University of Massachusetts 
allows for in-depth study of feminist politics. 
Local women's businesses include a restau- 
rant, a karate school, and a bookstore, and 
feminist artists and Iccturers make frequent 
appearances in the valley. 

For years, the Collegian, priding itsclf 
on objective coverage of national as well as 
local news, had buried announcements of 
women’s cvents, omitted wire copy of intercst 
to women, and printed blatantly sexist car- 
toons and cditorials. Twice a weck Black 
affairs pazes run—because students outraged 
at the handling of Third World news took 
over the newsroom in 1976 and demanded 
them. 

I became the Collegian’s first 
women’s editor in December of 1977. I as- 
sumed that the Collegian staff had hired me 
for my knowledge of women’s issucs, but 
editorial abuscs continucd: women’s news of 
national importance held over for days, then 
discarded us “dated”; storics on women ed- 
ited to obliterate political impact, or 
“bumped”; announcements of women’s 
events torn down; trash and cigar butts left in 

my desk drawers. The final straw was a story 
intended for the “April Fools” issuc that 
began, “Last night, in an unprecedented in- 
telligent move, the student senate Icgalized 
rape on campus.” When I blocked publication 
of this article, and received threats for having 
donc so, I knew it was time to organize. 

“The University of Massachusctts 
women’s community demands a placc on the 
agendaolthe April 12, 1978, Collegian Board 
of Editors’ mecting.” 

This “summons,” signed by women 
from 15 campus groups, was delivered to the 
paper's cditor in chief. The conference room 
was packed with concerned women. We called 
for increased women’s news space, cditorial 
control over that space by the women’s cdi- 
tor, and sclection of subsequent women’s 
editors. The Collegian board voted down our 
proposal—twicc. 

Infuriatcd, 80 women Icft the meeting 
at 9 p.m. and entered the newsroom, detcr- 
mincd to stay until we had won. By 11 p.m., 
under pressure from the student senatc, the 
cditor in chief signed the proposal into action 
on behalf of the paper. We celebratcd. 

Once weck later, the senate rescinded its 
vote; the Collegian reneged on its decision. 

We spent the next week picketing, pre- 
senting our case on local talk shows, and 
collecting the signatures of 2,200 readcrs on 
a petition. The Collegian was unimpresscd. 
Clearly, we necded to do something they 
couldn’t ignore. We consulted a feminist 
lawyer, and we met with local activists to 
learn nonviolentcivil-disobedience skills. On 
April 30, at 4:45 p.m., armed with slecping 
bagsand food, 50ofus entercdthencwsroom. 
Here is a diary of some of the events of that 


occupation: 


Day One. The administration is “Ict- 
ling us” stay overnight, stationing one female 
security guard in the offices to “protect the 
womenand Collegian cquipment.” They seem 
10 Cxpccl al sit-in but not a seizure. 

3 A.M.: All of the office doors are 
barricaded except one, where occupiers are 
engaging the guard and onc male reporter in 
frantic conversation. The male reporter gocs 
out for coffee. We quickly blockade the last 
door. We tell the guard what we've donc. We 
don’t want to frighten her; she’s free to go if 
she pleases (the fast thing we necd is a hos- 
lage). But she chooscs to stay, and when the 
police radio in to ask “What the hell's going 
on tn there?” She walkie-talkics back: 
“Everything’s just finc. The girls are very 
nice and they're not going to hurt anything.” 


cooperative. So we agree—but Slay on our 
guard. 

Day Five. We Icarm that an area paper 
is supplying wire copy and equipment to the 
Collegian, now publishing from alternative 
space provided by the supposedly neutral 
administration. Our supporters begin picket- 
ing the offices of the ‘scab paper.” Divide- 
and-conquer tactics abound: we’re called 
“militant” so that “reasonable people” and 
pacifists won’t support us; we’re labeled 
“racist” (although we have the support of 
many women of color) so that other op- 
pressed groups won’ tjoin us; we're a‘“‘bunch 
of crazies” that “scrious political people” 
shouldn’trecognize; an of course we’ re called 
“dykes” so that female Collegian staffers and 


other women fearing guilt-by-association’ 


won’t identify with us. 


‘“‘By phone, the UMass chancellor 
said ‘not everyone understands the 
issues the way you and I do.’ He later 
admitted he didn’t even know what 
our demands were.” 


We dub her an honorary occupicr. 

Day Two. 

6:30 A.M.: I begin contacting the mc- 
dia. By noon, the story has been picked up on 
the national wires. We write up a press re- 
lease and place copies by cach phone, updat- 
Ing constantly so any of us can respond to 
press queries. : 

10 A.M. to 2 A.M.: We reccive mes- 
sages of support from feminists all over the 
U.S. and the chancellor is besieged with 
wires warming that if any action is taken 
against us, he will have to deal with the 
national feminist community.. 

Day Three. Press calls arc flooding in. 
So are calls from male harassers—some of 
whom vow to rape or murder us. 

Rumors abound; the campus police and 
Collegian staffers are about to storm the 
barricades; we are going to be suspended or 
expelled; the Collegian is obtaining a court 
injunction to gain access to the offices; the 
chancellor has been asked to call in the Na- 
tional Guard. Each rumor escalates the ten- 
sion. We devise plans of action “‘in case.” 

Day Four. The Collegian is ready to 
talk. Wecmbark on negotiations. Meanwhile, 
a division of labor emerges as women sec 
what needs to be donc and take responsibility 
for doing it. Supplics come and go via a 
“controlled access” door monitored from the 
outside by supporters—who also picket, pre- 
pare food, run crrands, and make long-dis- 
tance calls on WATS lines provided by sup- 
portive faculty and staff (the Collegian has 
centrally disconnected our long-distance 
phone lines). 

11 A.M.: A sympathetic campus-cen- 
tcr worker smuggles in cleaning equipment 
and supplics. 

§:20 P.M.: By phone, the chancellor 
confides in me, “Not everyone understands 
the rcal issues involved the way you and |] 
do.” A minute later he admits he doesn’teven 
know what our demands are. 

10 P.M.: The director of public safety 
wants to mediate additional negotiations. He 
promises that there will be no forced entry or 
arrest while such talks are going on. Clearly, 
it won’t hurt to give the impression we’re 


Day Six. 

1 P.M.: A group of faculty women 
pledges to join us in the offices if the chanccl- 
lor moves toarrestus. We hope their presence 
will allay potential violence from the police. 

10 P.M.: Supporters sit outside, sing- 
ing. Taped to the door above them, lit by 
candles ‘they hold; is a’ sign: “Don’t hang 


- around herc tonight. We’ re expecting trouble.” 


Day Seven. We’ rc pulling out our own 
paper. The newsroom’ s never looked so good. 
Supporters gather at a local women’s center 
where they write, type, and edit additional 
copy, do layout, and collect funds to cover 
printing at a small nearby press. 

Day Eight. More telegrams of support 
slide through the crack in the doors. A group 
of women writers in Boston are supporting 
us, aS are a group of women workcrs at a 
shipbuilding yard in Quincy. The Collegian 
Black affairs staff has voluntarily ceased 
publication for the duration of the occupa- 
tion. Latino students lead chants outside the 
doors: “The Peopie United Will Never Be 
Defeated!” 

Day Nine. 

Noon: A rally is held outside the stu- 
dent union. Speakers include Andrea 
Dworkin, Jan Raymond, and local feminists. 
From the top of a table, Robin Morgan an- 
nounces to 1,000 spectators that feminist 
publications in England, France, Italy, Ger- 
many, and Australia are supporting us. Simone 
de Beauvoir is supporting us. We can’t be 
quieUly arrested any more. 

Our paper is out: “Both Feet in the 
Door,” a special edition of the Massachusetts 
Daily Occupied Collegian (sic). 1s beauti- 
ful. (We save copies for all the relatives.) 

Day Ten. Backlash is developing. A 
gang rape and an incident of police brutality 
are only two of the reported acts of violence 
against women in the Amhcerstarea this week. 
Threats against us are also escalating—but 
we Start work on our second issue. 

Day Twelve. 

4 A.M.: Only two of us arc awake. 
Suddenly we hear a crash at the front doors 
and angry male voices. |} panic and retreat 
behind a desk. Then paralysis gives way Lo 


action as wc rous¢ more women and call the 
campus police. Five minutes later we hear 
broken glass being swept up and a janitor’s 
voice: “So I told ‘em, ‘Get away from there! 
The girls are in there!’” J find I can breathe 
again. In the morning I discover a notc just 
inside the doors: “Attention All You Fucking 
Runny Cunts! We will give you until noon 
today until we break down your doors and 
fuck...your uscless cunts...until every onc of 
you becomes pregnant!” I copy the note and 
send the original to the director of public 
safety. His reported reaction: “If the womcn 
would get the hell out, they wouldn’t have to 
dea! with that sort of thing.” 

Meanwhile, we face a less dramatic but 
no less urgentcrisis. Only onc weck Icftin the 
semesicr, the negotiations scem deadlocked, 
and we’ ve got to find a way to bring this toa 
close. Our compromise demands are as mini- 
malas they can be without becoming token— 
but they now include clauscs guarantecing 
that no space allocated to us will be taken 
from Black affairs, and ensuring amnesty for 
all involved. The Collegian is operating ata 
deficit, but we know they won't give in with 
only a few production days left in the school 
ycar. In the meantime, the state is pressuring 
the chancellor to get us out—fast. 

A faculty member comes up with a 
plan that the chancellor backs: a commission 
on women’s news to be composcd of seven 
voling members: two occupicrs, two Colle- 
gian staffers, and three faculty members. 
Mecling over the summer, the commission 
would gather testimony, cxamine back issucs 
of the paper and other relevant documents, 
and present the university community with 
findings and proposals by September, 1978. 

‘ We cansider the plan. If two of the 
three appointed faculty members are sympa- 
thetic and votes are settled by simple major- 
ity, the commission will tilt in our direction. 
But neither the Collegian nor the chancellor 
will guarantee that the proposals will be 
implemented. Sull, do we have any other 
options? Our action has had its impact; the 
press is losing interest. If the commission 
finds that the Collegian is violating Title IX 
or affirmative action guidelines, that will 
give us some leverage. At least the commis- 
sion will keep the issue alive over the sum- 
mer. 

” A few people worry that we're “‘cop- 
ping out,” but most of us think the 
commission’s our best bet. I sign the docu- 
ment on behalf of the occupiers. 

10:30 P.M.: As weclean the office and 
gather our belongings, many of us are upsct. 
We’ll miss the close-knit women’s commu- 
nity, our “liberated space.” 

Day Thirteen. 

Noon: We line up behind the main 
barricade. Through the crack in the doors, we 
can see friends, reporters, teachers, parents. 
Three women surround me, afraid of what 
might happen when furious male Collegian 
staffers and I encounter cach other. We arc 
tense, excited, relieved that the ordcal is over. 
We share a final quict moment. Then we 
throw the doors open. Behind a purple banner 
reading SISTERS TOGETHER...WOMEN 
UNITE AGAINST OPPRESSION, we march 
out. 


October, 1978. The chanccllor’s com- 
mission met all through the summer. In the 
fall, I returned to the Collegian to try once 
more. The conflict with male cditors soon 
resumed. 


continued on page 6 
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# The Witch’ 


by Peg Aloi 


Beltane, Walpurgisnacht 
and Spring Cleaning 


Beltane is one of the four Celtic fire 
festivals, and is alternately known as May 
Day or Walpurgisnacht. Many cultures ccl- 
ebratc this day as the retum of spring and the 
renewal of crops, the birth of livestock and a 
gencral rejuvenation of spirit. Beltanc is said 
to be namcd for the Semitic sun god Baal, or 
perhaps for Belus, a Celtic god. Almost uni- 
versally, festivals celebrated on the eve of 
May | involve the lighting of a ritual (lor- 
merly a sacrificial) fire, the vencration of the 
symbols of fertility (the phallic Maypole or 
May Tree, the furrowed ficlds), and decora- 
tion with flowers and greenery. Wreaths of 
flowers arc still associated with May Day, as 
arc May baskctsand Maypole dances. Springs, 
wells and pools of water are decorated with 
garlands of spring flowers. Wreaths may be 
left by hopeful suitors upon the doorknobs of 
young women; the giver of the flowers must 
remain anonymous, however, and wait for a 
reply. (Somcone performed this charming 
lite mating ritual with me ycars ago—he’s 
marricd to somconc in Germany now, but | 
think more men and women should Ict their 
prospective lovers know of their intentions in 
this way, any day of the year, all gender 
combinations included.) 

The decoration of wells, stables, 
doorways and the like with flowers or grecn- 
cry was also intended, many ycars ago, to 
dispel potentially cvil powers or magic that 
often sprang up on Walpurgisnacht. Like 
Samhain, when the veils between the worlds 

are thin and we may contact our beloved 
dead, Beltane is also believed to be a lime 
whcn the rcalms of the dead, or the world of 
facry, arc morc acccssible to mortals. In the 
days of witch persecution, a widespread be- 
licfin Europe held that witchesand “warlocks” 
became very powerful at this time, with their 
newly-strong powers given at the onsctof the 
Spring scason and lasting for an espccially 
potenttwelve days. Peasants who were fearful 
of witch spells or curses (if they weren’t 
already witchcs or folk magicians themsclvcs) 
would be extra cautious and wary of the Evil 
Eyc. They hung boughs of rowan, hazel and 
hawthorn about their property for the pur- 
poses of protection, unaware, perhaps, that 
these very samc urces werc held sacred to all 
followers of the Old Religion, and would 
morc likely draw witches near, notkeep them 
away. For those peasants who cclebrated the 
pagan rites with relish, after a night spent 
fornicating in the forest, the bedraggled (but 
sated) womenand men, young andold, would 
rctum to their homes and farms bearing green 
boughs cut ritually from forest trees, so as to 
“bring the summer home.” The May Tree, 
also serving as the decorated Maypole, was 
also brought back at this time, when a suitable 
tree had been found that had been felled by 
natural causes (lightning or wind). 
Modern witches usually celebrate the 
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rites of Beltane with bonfires, maypoles, 
drinking May Wine (sce recipe below), danc- 
ing, feasting and much fornicating, indoors 
and out. Urban witches in particular honor 
the retum of spring and the visible presence 
of the Earth Mother in budding flowers and 


trees, and the birth of animals (my cat, Trivia, « 


has just had a lovely liuer of four: three 
caramcl-colorecd cats named Nougat, 
Blodgett, and Bloop, and a grey/peach/white 
calico named Noodge—the lovely litte 
mommaand babics arc doing finc). If you arc 
fortunate cnough to be still living in the 
Happy Valley, take somc timc to sce, listen, 
smell, taste, touch...there is probably abun- 
dantcolorand fragrance all around you. Stomp 
through mud puddles, sniff violets, gather 
forsythia (with the bush’s permission, of 
coursc). And don’t forget spring cleaning! 


The carly Indo-European custom of ° 


ridding the housc of all the dust and dirt of 
winter, as well as decorating the home with 
spring flowers and foliage, is borne of the 
belicf that the rebirth of Mother Earth and her 
flora and fauna was reflected in a scasonal 
rebirth of the human spirit, in magical pow- 
crs, fertility, and renewed success in growing 
crops and gencral occupational tasks. Some 
vestiges of this remain in our modern custom 
of frenzicd spring cleaning, and in buying 
new clothing to wear for Easter, which has its 
origin in the old festival Ostara, a feast of 
Eostre, who was a fertility goddess associ- 
ated with the hare which lays cygs—sur- 
priscd? This Teutonic goddess of spring was 
honored with feasts celebrating her return 
and rebirth, and the probable calendar date of 
her feast coincides with ancicnt festivals 
honoring Osiris, consort to Isis, and these 
rituals were similar to the Passion Play and 
laying of palms still observed on the Chris- 
tian Palm Sunday. Proving there really is 
nothing new under the sun—or the moon. 

Modern Pagans somctimes observe a 
stringent time of fasting at the Spring Equi- 
nox, and this, of course, is echoed by the 
Lenten fast observed by Christians. Practi- 
cally speaking, though, the spring is an cx- 
cellent time, in northern climates especially, 
to fast, because our bodies generally need to 
slough off some of the fatand toxins that have 
accumulated over the winter months, when 
we stuff oursclves with high-caloric foods to 
keep warm. And the temperatures become 
warm cnough (usually) in the spring to allow 
for pcople to fast safely, without worrying 
about harming the immunc system. Fasting 
can mcan avoiding animal products and poi- 
sons (caffeine, alcohol, sugar) for a few days, 
or food combining, or fruits, veggics and 
Juices for a week. It’s important to listen to 
your body, and don’t doanything toocxtreme 
(like going mountain climbing after a weck 
with no solid food.) 

Of all the myriad ways to usher in 
spring (falling in love, buying new clothes, 
cleaning, fasung, dancing ‘round Maypolcs, 
jumping over bonfires, ctc.), one place you 
can combine a plethora of pagan pastimes is 
at a good old-fashioned pagan gathcring. 
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Rites of Spring has been held annually for the 
last fourteen ycars, and is happening in West- 
em Mass. on May 26-31, sponsored by the 
EarthSpirit Community. I'll be there. If you 
want to find out morc, call EarthSpirit at 
(617) 395-1023. 

There arc many more wonderful gath- 
cringsoccurring this summer, in Ncw England 
and elsewhere, some just for women, and all 
are great places to mect and network with 
people, as well as relax and be alive ina pagan 
environment for a few days. If you can’t get 
away for a whole weck, many gatherings 
allow weckend-only attendance fora reduccd 
price. I will publish some morc information 
on other upcoming gathcrings next month. 
Unul then, enjoy the spring. I leave you with 
a tricd and truc recipe for May Winc, and 
another old May Day custom. Blessed Be. 


May Wine 
5 or 6 bottles inexpensive white wince, 
chilled (Chardonnay is fine) 


continued from page 5 


The commission gave its proposal: 
separate women’s pages of a space cqual ta 
that of Black affairs (three to four maecs 
weckly) were to be established immediatcly. 
The Collegian staff rejected the recommen- 
dation. The chanccllor refused to enforce the 
proposal or comment on the situation. 

I resigned in protest. 


June, 1979.Pcople stillask ifwe‘won.” 
The Collegian continues to provide little or 
no feminist news coverage, so we didn’t 
“win,” and that’s a hard fact to face. 

But we Icarncd things we can usc in 
future actions. Since even our smallest re- 
quests will be considered unreasonable, we 
know we must decide for ourselves what is 
“rcasonabic,” and demand il, proudly. As for 
women’s news, the Pioncer Valley soon had 
an alternative women’s paper, the Valley 
Women’ s Voice, which is published monthly 
to a circulation of 5,000. (Back at the Colle- 
gian,a staff woman who opposcd the occupa- 
tion but recently tricd to print women’s sto- 
rics said, “If there was another occupation, I 
would join it in a minutc.”) 

The women of the occupation have 
scattered. Some graduated and moved away. 
Others joined the Valley Women’ s Voice staff. 
I have since founded the University-based 
Coalition to End Violence Against Women. 

We thought about having an “occupi- 
ers’ reunion.” Instcad, we organized a “Take 
Back the Night” demonstration. As we 
marched on the campus center (this ume 
1,000 of us), it felt like a celebration in 
memory of our action—and a reminder to the 
Collegian men that what happened once can 
happen again. 


Julie Melrose is a regional human ser- 


| vice organizer for Hampshire County, and a 


1/2 to 3/4 oz. fresh sweet woodrulf | free-lance grantwriter for AIDS services. 
Icaves, OR 1/2 oz. dricd orange slices or | 


lemon slices, OR fresh surawberries, OR fresh 
raspberrics 


Mix the wine and the herbs in a large 
glass bowl. If possible, surround the bow] 
with icc to keep the wine chilled. Float the 
fruit in the winc, but not too much—onc 
sliced orange or lemonis plenty, orahalf-pint 
of berrics. 

Serves 13 people, fora little while. Add 
more winc as necded. 


May Dew Divination 

Before dawn on May 1, take a glass or 
crystal bowl. Gather dewdrops from grass, 
flowers and other plants into it. If you wash 
your facc in this dew, as the sun is coming up, 
before breakfast or anything clsc, you will 
mecl a new lover that day. 

Other traditions hold that gazing into 
the bowl of dew before washing in it will 
show the viewer the facc of a lover or spousc- 
to-be. 

Any readers wanting to share results of 
this dew magic can drop mea line care of The 
Witch’s Bookshelf at Valley Women's Voice, 
321 Student Union, UMASS, 01003. 
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Lesbians and the Politics of Alternative 


by Sidney Spinster 


This is the first in a regular series on 
health gare that the VWWV hopes to offer. 

ma lesbian family nurse practitioner 
who works part time in my private practice 
which | run with my lover Annemaric, a 
chiropractor. At New Ground 1 use homco- 
pathic medicines exclusively; no conven- 
tional drugs. I sec only womenand girls there. 
I've been practicing homeopathy for about 
tenycars. Lalso work asaconventional family 
planning nurse practitioner. The Valley 
Women's Voice has asked me to write a 
column about lesbian health care. I want to 
start by sharing with you what I said at the 
Northampton Lesbian Festival in 1992, which 
will help you understand, in an abstract way, 
how T approach health care. If you would 
like lo hear morc from me or if you have 
uny specific questions you would like to 
have me answer in print, please Ict the 
VWV know and I will continue. 


I was asked to speak about 
lesbians and the politics of alterna- id 
tive health care. Tdidn’trealize until | 
Twas asked that | had been waiting | 
ten years to do that talk. As I began to 
prepare for ita Mood of emotions and 
thoughts and questions came, pent up Ne 
trom the many hours I had spent alone in Ny 
libraries, reading conventional and ho- 
meopathic health care literature from adykes 
perspective. 95,000 miles of conversations | 
had with myselfin my car going five hours 
from home lo my graduate program in nurs- 
ing, then to my clinicals in medical clinics, 
then toa suburban altemative medical clinic, 
then to both rural and urban chiropractor’s 
offices, then from Minnesota to Massachu- 
setts, where | travel from family planning 
clinic to family planning clinic now. At cach 
stop] look in women’s cycs, try to see deeply 
into their situation, who they arc, to help as 
best I can. 

Straight women, old women, babics, 
lesbians, girls. Lesbians and the politics of 
alternative health care. I was overwhelmed 
with how much I wanted to say in my 20 
minutes. 

Whatare politics? Power and moncy is 
what patriarchal politics are about. I could 
rage uyainst the insurance system, the phar- 
maceutical industry, the F.D.A., the hospi- 
tals, the creepy boy doctors who can’t kecp 
their hands to themselves. Onc horror story 
after another. But why rage? For a kindcr, 
gentler health care system? Do you think the 
F.D.A., the hospitals, the insurance industry, 
the phurmaccutical industry and their doctors 
know how to heal you, even if they wanted 
to? Even if they would give you the best 
medicine moncy could buy? 

We are lesbians. We know beticr. 

Today’s physicians are, by and large, 
the white upper middle class version of an 
4uto mechanic. Look under the hood; “Oh, I 
see where the machine is broke, I’ll just add 
this medicine to the fucl tank and replace a 
few parts. There, all fixed.” If you’re lucky, 
they are empathetic, they console you as they 
look under the hood, add the drug, and re- 
place a few pants. The medical equivalent of 
4 ScNsilive new age guy. . . or new age gal. 

Lesbians, inside you isan Amazo, ora 
witch or a tribal shaman. Ask her what she 
knows to be truc. Are you a machine? 

The fire is burning, you are radiant 
energy, you are the force that patterns mol- 


/ 


Health Care 


Ccules into Mesh, the ripples and surings from 
you intersect everything. Your character 
makcs sense. The mole on your neck means 
something, your blood seans something, the 
fungus in your vagina is you, its branches 
under the microscope, like a little herb. The 
Staphyloccoccus Aureus in your throat is 
you. Ribonucleic acid, fibrous adhesions, 
bonc, adrenal cortex, the ringing in your cars, 
the way your face flushes when you’re em- 
barrassced, your birth, your death, it has order 
and meaning. You are as patterned as a snow 
flake. This is the uth that has been torn from 


spent a decade 


ing 
how to usc the energclic 
imprint that substances Icave in the water and 
alcohol they are soaked in to heal women 
whose snowfake-like pattern has been dis- 
rupted, It’s called homeopathy. The remedics 
we usc are oficn ordinary: yarrow, chamo- 
mile, oyster shell, flint, lime, bees, cream of 
lartar, sponge. But their effect is profound. 
The dykes I know are living.with chronic 
illness, illnesses that take comfort, creativity 
and happiness out of our living. Illness that 
can’tbe explained by looking under the hood, 
looking at laboratory Lests. 

Lesley with ovarian cysts that become 
painful when she has an incest memory. 
Coretta with asthma cver since she made 
eczema goaway with cortisone cream. Louisa 
with blinding headaches since an auto acci- 
dent. Laura with PMS from hell. Jo who just 
can’t get out of bed. When I used to do 
homeopathy with malcs I was impressed with 
how different their health problems were 
from females. Men’s imbalances exploded 
outwards, shooting effluviaat me from across 
the room. The women usually arrived caved 
in, their fire flickering, dimming; they arc 
going to try one morc thing for help...maybe 
somconce will throw them a life linc. Looking 
through my outsider’s ancient lesbian eyes, I 
see who is the victor and who the vanquished. 

Politics, to me, are the chioiccs we 
lesbians make to accept the lics that arc 
passed off as truth in our society, or to find the 
real truth. The choices we make about what 
we do with whatever ume, money, andenergy 
we have conuol over. So, to make political 
choices in health care we must be educated 
about our bodics and minds. We must hear 
the medical party line, and several other views 
of our state of health from experienced ho- 
meopaths, naturopaths, curandcros, chiro- 
practors, medicine wimmin, Chinese medi- 
cine practitioners, ayurvedic practitioncrs, 
and so on. We need to figure out what makes 
the most sensc to us, and go with it. This takes 


courage, and we may not have any support 
from anyone around us to do so. 

Iused to advocate morc strongly than I 
do now that wimmin raise hell with their 
conventional doctors when they aren’t get- 
ting help. Having worked with medical doc- 
tors as well as in exclusively “alternative” 
health care settings now for years, I really 
don’t see the point anymore. In fact, I find 
myself feeling compassion for the regular 
doctors and nurses, who want to help, but 
haven’t got the faintest idea how to do so. It 
is very unlikely that giving them hell is going 
to help. The squeaky wheel gets the grease, 


but I’ve never seen more mcdical greasc help. 


anyone in the long term. 

And I get mad at wimmin who keep 
banging their heads on a mcdical wall, if 
they have the financial wherewithall to 
get some real help.Such as the lesbian 
with chronic low back pain who is too 
scarcd to go to a good chiropractor, 
and keeps harassing her medical 
doctor for help that she can’t give. I 
want dykes to find our own courage 
and take control of our health care 

if there is any way we can. 

Now, a lot of dykes in West- 
em Mass don’t have a whole lot of 
choices about where they go for health 

carc. They may have no job and no 
insurance, or they are on Mass Health, 


f — which is Massachusetts Medicaid. Med- 


icaid docsn’t cover my services, or any 
non-MDs who do alternative health care. 
Medicaid, like all insurance programs these 
days, is focusing on managed health care 
systems, like HMOs. That means Kaiser, 
CHP and the like. You know how much time 
and care they take with you at Kaiser. These 
places arc like first aid stations- how to do as 
little as possible as quickly as possible. Ina 
conventional family planning setting, the al- 
lotted average time is 15 minutes per clicnt 
for a complete physical and some medical 
grease for whatever makes their genitals 
squeak. If f work an eight hour day, I may sec 
28 clients. This is not healing, and it docsn’t 
pretend to be. What bugs me about Kaiser and 
the other HMOs is that they pretend to be 
comprehensive primary health care provid- 
ers. 

Middle class employed lesbians cither 
have hospitalization-only insurance or HMOs 
these days. Even though catastrophic hospi- 
talization insurance costs about the same as 
an HMO, middle class wimmin who have 
HMO coverage are more reluctant to pay out 
of pocket for holistic health care than those 
who don’t expect clinic visits to be covered. 

I'm talking about this stuff because in 
the next ten years the current health care 
system will crumble, and there will be some 
sort of nationalized health care system. The 
health care system is crumbling because it 
fosters chronic degenerative illness inpcople, 
pays medical specialists way too much, and 
(reflecting society at large) places life exten- 
sion over quality of life. Western medicine 
does four things right: professional nursing 
Care, surgery, diagnostic tests and emergency 
rooms. But the new health care system will 
resemble Kaiser, and pretend to be a compre- 
hensive health care program. It sure as hell 
won’t pay for you to sce me. It will take 
another twenty years for the govemmment to 
begin to come to grips with the fact that it’s 
not only the structure of U.S. health care 


continued on page 10 
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mention the voice-taped 911 computerized 
log of the call her brother Jason made to the 
police for help. They dismiss the cycwilness 
testimony of Jason by saying thatchildren are 
willfully malicious liars or that they are just 
plain casily ted. “Is an 11-year-old such an 
inherently reliable witness?...Children have 
proven to be capable of making up an entire 
story — cither on their own or under prompt- 


ceived an unfair trial or that he was a political 
prisoner. 

The NAACP’s counter campaign is a 
campaign for justice for Demetria. Ouragenda 
is to stop the slander and terrorism against 
this rape survivor and her family by making 
the facts of the case known to endorsers and 
activists around the world. As a direct result 
of the diligent work of Berlin, many have 
disendorsed, including Danicl ‘Boone’ 


Silence in the face of 
terrorism 
against 
a rape survivor 
is worse than selling out. 


ing from adults — and presenting it convinc- 
ingly in court,” said Harvey McArthur in the 
May 15, 1992, Militant, a periodical pub- 
lished by the SWP out of New York City. The 
SWP/MCDC called Curtis’s arrest a “racist 
framc-up” (I am not making this up). They 
fail to mention that the Black United Front 
pickets their Des Moines Headquarters every 
day. They also keep forgetting to include in 
their canonization of Curtis that the survivor 
of his brutal attack is Black. There is over- 
whelming racism in this casc, but it is the 
SWP/MCDC who is perpetrating it. 

In this case, the award for acrobatic 
[cats of logic gocs to the SWP/MCDC, hands 
down. They say that Curtis, a white man, 
convicted by an all-white jury, did not have a 
jury of his peers. They claim his peers arc 
Blacks, Latinos, farmers, and workcrs. I hate 
to break it to you all, but Curtis is a whitc, 
middle-class, college-cducated man from a 

: white, college-cducated family, who had other 
options and choices. He has the luxury to 
‘slum’ and prove what a radical guy he is. 
Most pcople of color do not. 

The SWP/MCDC plays upon the myths 
and distortions of rape, race, and gender. 
Curtis isn’t a rapist because he’s a progres- 
sive white man, Demewria, a Black, tecnage 
girl, is a liar. According to the SWP/MCDC, 
rape survivors (and women in gencral) arc 
deluded, hysterical, and emotional, and this 
applics doubly to women of color. 

The Curtis campaign is simply loaded 
with lics. Of the six NAACP-affiliated cn- 
dorscrs listcd, Bertin found only onc to be 
Icgitimate. Of the remaining five, she found 
that cither the branch and/or the person listed 
did not exist. The one legitimate NAACP 
endorser listed told her he had endorsed what 
was told to him to be acasc of police brutality. 
Upon hearing the truc facts from Bertin, he 
promptly wrote a strongly worded Icttcr to 
the SWP/MCDC withdrawing his support. 
They have also cited support from Amnesty 
Intemational. Yet when Bertin contacted 
Amnesty, she was informed that Amnesty 
had indced investigated the case and con- 
cluded that it was not a case for them in that 
they found no evidence that Curtis had re- 


Schrimer, writers Margarct Randall, Howard 
Zinn and Todd Jailer, and actor Ed Asner 
(who originally signed on because he was 
told Amnesty International supported Curtis). 
Other discndorscrs include: Attorncys Rob- 
ert Mccropol and Michacl Ratner; historian 
Herbert Apthker; Massachusetts ACLU 
President John Roberts; activists Mcl King, 
‘Gus’ Newpont, and Gil Greene (NY,NY); 
editors Harry Magdoff and Paul Sweczy; 
Revs. Graylon Ellis-Hagler and William E. 
Alberts; Toshi and Pete Seeger; and many 
more. 

The SWP/MCDC’s response to the 
counter campaign has been riddled with the 
usual misogynist, racist trash you'd expect to 
hear from the John Birch Socicty. The 
NAACP’s campaign for justice for Demetria 
has been falscly accused of harassing and 
intimidating Curtis supporters, as well as 
being called emotional — a rather revealing 
charge, considering that the majority of us arc 
women. The SWP/MCDC accuses the counter 
campaign of race- and sex-baiting, and of 
guilt-tripping tactics to manipulate cndors- 
crs. (I guess tangling with grown adulls is a 
bit morc frightcning than bullying a 15-ycar- 
old girl.) Ina diatribe put out by the Militant, 
May 15,1992, the counter campaign is said to 
“point to a slop-rape movement that docs not 
exist.” According to the SWP/MCDC, the 
women whoarc reading this paper, the women 
who arc on the front lines in rape crisis 
centers and battered women’s shelters; the 
women who agitate for change, do not cxist. 
We arc invisible to them. Those who cam- 
paign in support of Demctriahave been sing}cd 
out by the SWP/MCDC as “right-wing, pro- 
prosecution feminists on a witch-hunt” who 
want lo hang Curtis, no mattcr what. If any- 
onc is being emotional, itisthe SWP/MCDC, 
whoinexplicably cling to the fable that Curtis 
was framed, despite the overwhelming evi- 
dence that he raped an African-Amcrican 
teenager in her home. | have to laugh when 
the SWP/MCDC uscs the term ‘feminist 
witch-hunt.” Now there’s an oxymoron. The 
witch-hunts were altcmpts at gynocidc. 
Women were tortured and murdered. There is 
a witch-hunt going on in this casc, but 
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Demetria Morris, other rape survivors, and 
our allics, are the ones who are being hunted. 

One very disturbing thing I came to 
leam was that Curtis has support — tacit and 
vocal — from many white feminists. The 
women in the Socialist Worker’s Party, who 
call themselves “feminists,” instantly allied 
themselves with a white man who raped a 
Black teenager. Feminists in general have 
been silent — ] suppose they feel Demetria 
Morris isn’ta good PR candidate. They think 
we can’ tafford to offend any Ieflist men who 
are sensilive to our agenda, especially for an 
African-Amcrican adolescent with whom we 
arc not familiar. Our silence proves the adage 
that feminism is for white, middle-class 
women only. 

To make matters worse, feminist or- 
ganizations such as the Massachusetts and 
Boston Chapters of the National Organiza- 
tion for Women, have been wocfully silenton 
the issuc. Ellen Zucker, the president of the 
Boston Chapter, refused to meet with Jean 
McGuire, former member of the Boston 
School Committee, prominent African- 
American community activist, feminist and 
NOW membcr, and me (a member of NOW) 
to discuss the case and NOW'’s inaction sur- 
rounding it. Many members don’t want to 
take a stand because the SWP does clinic 
defense and rallics with NOW. 

The position of NOW is that this case is 
“too political.” ] agree. Rape is a “political” 
crime. Minus the national press coverage, 
this case is no more “political” than the 
William Smith and Mike Tyson cases. RAPE 
IS A “POLITICAL” CRIME committed by 
MEN against WOMEN to assert their power 
over us. Silence in the face of terrorism against 
a rape survivor is worsc than sclling out. You 
become the problem. Allying ourselves with 
a while rapist isn’t exactly going to make 
things bettcr for ALL women — espccially 
the woman of color Curtis raped. You may as 
well hand in your labrys at the door, chuin 
yourself to the kitchen sink, and fix you nice, 
progressive man a maniini after a hard day of 
platitudes. 

Why arc we bonding along racial lincs? 
That may gct us a few scraps at the mastcr’s 
table, but we will still be obcdicnt dogs, 
panting aftcr a man’s approval. We must stop 
this selling out. Our prioritics, our choices, 
and our support must be with Demctria; not 
with this white man who rapcd her. During 
the William Smith and Mike Tyson trials, 
many feminists didn’tnced any overwhelming 
evidence to support the survivors. Yet when 
itcomces to the overwhelming evidence of the 
rape of an African-Amcrican tccnager by a 
white man, they arc silent. These women who 
support this proven and convicicd rapist arc 
falling into the pattern of self-hatred that so 
characterizes the colonized. Menarc thc idcal 
to them. Especially white men. It is ume to 
wake up and fight the real cnemy, SISTERS. 

We seem to forget the voiccs of women 
like Julia Penclope when we hem and haw 
over naming the problem: 

“Men rape women at will, beat up 
women when it pleases them to do so, murder 
their wives and daughticrs, rape their daugh- 
ters, granddaughicrs, nicccs, sisters, cousins; 
use and abusc any and cvery woman to whom 
they have access. Rape and murder are the 
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Frame-up of 
Mark Curtis 


A Packinghouse 
Worker s 


Fight for Justice 
by Margaret Jayko 


This pamphlet tells the story of 
Mark Curtis, a unionist and fighter 
for immigrant 
rights, who is 
serving a 
25-year 
sentence in 
an Iowa 
prison on 
trumped- 

up rape 
charges. 7! 
pp.. $5.00 


Available at Pathfinder bookstores 
on page 12 or by mail from Pathfinder, 
410 West St., New York, NY 10014. (In- 
clude $3.00 for first copy for postage 
and handling and $.50 for each addi- 
tional copy.) 


Materials published in defense 
of Mark Curtis 


activilics of WAR,” 

These men — who claim to be on our 
side, who fight our battles, who try to Icad our 
movement — sull have a stake in kecping us 
locked in the kitchen and in the bedroom. 
Very few men willacknowledge this and take 
responsibility for it, and frankly, 1 am not 
surprised. To do this means they would have 
to yicld power to us, and they will never do 
that willingly. 

The Socialist Worker's Party claims to 
fight for the rights of women and people of 
color. They talk quite a good game about the 
rights of people of color and women. But 
then, so do many closet racists and sexists. 
Whata good, politically correctactivist fights 
for in public may be what he fights against in 
private. 


For more information, contact Mary 
Bertin atthe BostonNAACP, 451 Massachu- 
setts Avenue, Boston, MA 02115 (617) 267- 
1058. Be sure your information comes from 
the Boston NAACP. Reports indicate that the 


SWP/MCDC is circulating doctored NAACP 
materials. 
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Sex Crimes 1 American Beauty 
I know a woman who loves red. 
Wears it to arouse 

her sleeping senses. 


Out walking tonight 
in tight tailored pants, 
she stops to admire her reflection. 


In a shop window 
she outlines her lips, 
Finds her self lovely 
Moves on. 


A man watches. 

She doesn't care, 

until he grabs her by the arm, 
forces his tonguc 

against her clenched tccth, 
grinds his pelvis on her thigh, 
right there on the street. 


She opens her mouth quickly, 
bites his tonguc hard. 

Painted nails take a ncat 
slice of his left eyeball. 


He feels warm blood 

running down his check. 

She knees his groin. 

For a moment he cannot speak. 


She's four blocks gone, 
wondcring if the stain will set 
on her white silk blouse 
when he screams "cocktcase”. 


She stops in a department store 
to buy herself an applique, 

red roses to cover the soiled spot, 
a large bouquet. 


Sally Bellerose 


The Bath 


For Channukah, 

I get a cake 

of Little Miss Soap, 

small creamy oval 

with the face of a pretty smiling girl 
stamped into onc flat curve. 

In the tub, I play between pearly flanks 
of sloped cnamcel, hold the white cgg 

of soap, whole, smooth, 

so big in my hands. I Ict it slip 

through my fingers, shoot into watcr 
again and again, then hold it tight, 

slide it just below the smiling crease 
under my big belly 

to that short dark groove. Up, down, 
slick as finger painting, 

up, down, water loosens its light blue chains, 
goes slack as silk, up, down 

till all the water scems to whirl into me, 
curling mc into onc glistening wave 


It’s awful quiet in there, mother says 
from the kitchen, then frowns 

in the doorway, her face blank 

and dull as a dinner plate; 

then grabs Little Miss Soap, 
throws her across the floor 

where she plops and cracks 

into the hard pink tile. Don't you ever, 
she says, gripping my wrist 
shaking and shaking 

the very life 

out of me. 


Chaia Zablocki Helier 


edited by Chaia Z. Heller 


My Brothcr Rob 


Mom's car Honks I 
scramble down the 
stairs fast I 

stop at the 

bottom wash his 
come from my 
mouth it's 

choking me | 

Iean on the 

sink hard against my 
side no more 

me left that 
moment I 

stopped to pul my 
hands cupped 

to my mouth filled 
with water. 


Evclyn Leder 


‘SEX CRIMES | 
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Sex Crimes 4 Thirteen Birthdays 


Usually she tums her head and lays silently under him. 

Tonight he's taken them all out to dinner. ' 
A celebration. It's her birthday. 
He's given her a stuffed koala bear. 


He doesn't bother to get drunk anymore. 

He holds her wrists, 

not light, just a formality. H 

She's young and strong, but he thinks 

she gave in long ago. | 
t 


He comes like every other time, in the dark. 

She knows exactly where the lamp is, 

has practiced late in the night with the lights out. 
She knows there's cnough slack in the cord 

for the lamp to meet his head. 

The lamp sits alone on her nightstand, 

the weight in the curves of its brass base waiting. 
One swing. Ong ncat arc in the dark. 


She washes his blood off of her hair and neck. 
Drowns the metallic smell! in coconut cream rinse. 
She's tired and climbs into her sistcr's bed. 

The sister wakes and cries "No, Daddy”. 

"It's all right," she says "He's in my bed.” 


Sally Bellcrose 


Three Stone Triangles 


Silent at the memorial, mouth 
sad full of prayers and fury, 

I want to kiss the edges 

of wilting petals -- calla lilics 
somconc laid there -- 

and you, in broad daylight, 
for our roots to shine. 


I want to kiss 

the heart of this stonc 

triangle jutting into a grcen-watered 
canal, and you, strong 

on the mouth, shadows 


The way we bitc both ends 

of a rolled-up wafcr, lips mccting 
soft in the middic 

of some restaurant, our fricnd grinning 
across a lavender linen tablecloth, 
and no one stops us -- 


I want to kiss you 

where il matters, on the face 
of a three-cornered rock, firm 
ground we place our feet on 
beside still water flowing -- 


To plant these kisscs 
everywhere -- on your ncck, 
breast, belly, sex -- decp 

in a room above a garden 
bursting fragrance and sun, 
birds swooping sill to sill -- 


and no one stops us 
and no one stops us 
and no one stops us 


Janct Aalfs 8/92 


*three stone triangles - a memorial in Amstcrdam for 
lesbians and gay men who werc victims of the 


Holocaust and for those who continuc to be killed. 


*Sex Crimes is also the title of a collection of poetry by Sally Bellerose. H 
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May 3 

Lecture: Lynn Morgan, Mount Holyoke 
College, Anthropology, will speak on“When 
Does Life Begin?: The Social Construction 
of the Fetus in Ecuadorand the United States.” 
Five College Women’s Studies Rescarch 
Center Works in Progress Scrics. Mt. 
Holyoke College, Dickinson 

House Living Room, 4:30 

p.m. 


May 4 \ 


Forum: Open Forum on Gay/ 
Lesbian/Biscxual matters. Oppor- 


tunity for the Chanccllor’s Task Force to 
receive input and feedback from the commu- 
nity. Written testimony is also welcome. 
UMass Campus Center, Noon-2 p.m. 


Workshop: "Listening to Children’s Voices; 
The Witnesses of Domestic Violence.” 
sponsored by NELCWIT. 6:30-8:30 pm. at 
the NELCWIT office, 25 Forest Ave. in 
Greenticld, FMI 772-0871. 


Lecture: Eleanor McLaughlin, a Five Col- 
lege Women’s Srudics Research Associate 
from the Grace Church in Amherst, will speak 
on “Uncovering the Body of God: Flesh and 
the Feminine in Westem Christianity.” Five 
College Women’s Studies Research Center 
Works in Progress Serics. Mount Holyoke 
College, Dickinson House Living Room, 7:30) 
p.m. 


May 5 

Lecture: Distinguished Visitors Program 
Presents John Stoltenberg, author of Refusing 
to bea man: Essays on Sex and Justice speaks 
on Gender and Justice: What Makes inequal- 
ity sexy? 8:00 p.m. Campus Center Audito- 
rium, UMass. Frec admission, open reception 
to follow. 


May 6 

March/Rally: Take Back the Night March 
and Rally, sponsored by NELCWIT, 25 For- 
est Avec, Greenficld. Rally begins at 6:45 on 
the Greenficld Common. FMI call 772-0871. 


May 7 

Brown Bag Lunch: Gretchen Sticrs, a Ph.D 
candidate in Sociology at UMass, will spcak 
on “Lavender Weddings.” Part of the LGB 
Studics Brown Bag Scrics. UMass Campus 
Center, 9th Floor, noon-1:30pm. 


Reading: Local author Licrre Keith reads 
from her new book, Conditions of War. At 
Lunaria Bookstorc,90 King St., Nonhampton. 
7:00 p.m. FMI call 586-7851 


May 8 

Rally: Speakers such asJulia Penclope, Sarah 
Dreher and Sidney Spinstcr among many 
others will be (catured at the second annual 


th a 
\ jadventura travel 
Amherst Carriage Shops » 549-1256 
122 Main St., Northampton « 584-9441 


Serving the Community since 1973, 
Airline tickets, resorts, and now 


The Ivy House Bed and Breakfast (549-7554) 
for out-of-town guests. 


Lesbian Liberation Rally. There will also be 
pocts, comedy, music, and food, with a dance 
following the rally. Sponsored by Lesbians 
for Lesbians. Will be held at the Northampton 
Center for the Arts, 1:00-4:00p.m. 


Calendar 


Dance: 

Swingtime, Boston’s Monthly Gay/Lesbian/ 
Bisexual Swing and Ballroom Dancc. Coun- 
uy/Swing Dance. Old Cambridge Baptist 
Church, 1151 Mass. Ave. near Harvard Sq., 
Cambridge. S6,no smoke oralcohol. 9p.m. to 
midnight. FMI call (617)629-2219. 


May 9 

Theatre: Performance Artist Amy Hart will 
be presenting a special show for Mothcr’s 
Day. Hart’s work “evokes shades of Lily 
Tomlin and Anais Nin.” At the Green River 
Cafe, Federal St., Greenfield. $5.00 admis- 
sion. 9:00 p.m. FMI contact Eveline 
MacDougall at 773-8655 or 773-3312. 


May 10 

Volunteer Work: Boston Biscxual 
Women’s Network is holding a volunteer 
night; help open the mail, collect submissions 
for the newsletter, cic. 7-9 p.m. FMI at 
(617)629-2219 


May 10 

Program: Hampshire County AIDS Task 
Force presents "Women, HIV/AIDS and 
Scxually Transmitted Diseases" at 7:00 p.m. 
in Conference Room A of the Cooley 
Dickinson Hospital. Open to the public and 
the Media. 


May I1 

Lecture: Sara Jonsberg, 5 College Women’s 
Studics Research Associate from Holyoke 
Community College will present a talk cn- 
titled “Spliting the Difference: Storics of 
Girls and Women in School.” Five College 
Women’s Studics Rescarch Center Works in 
Progress Serics. Mount Holyoke College, 
Dickenson House Living Room, 7:30 p.m. 


May 14 

Reading: Local poct Emma Morgan reads 
from her new collection, Gooseflesh. At 
Lunaria Bookstore, 90 King St., Northampton. 
7:00 p.m. FMI call 586-7851 


Music: Cosy Sheridan will be presenting a 
varicly of material, from traditional ballads to 
blucs, swing to country. At the Green River 


Cafe, Federal St., Greenficld. $5.00 admis- 
sion. 9:00 p.m. FMI contact Evclinc 
MacDougall at 773-8655 or 773-3312. 


May 15 
Self Defense: Vallcy Women’s Martial Arts, 
Inc. will be offering Inuroduc- 
tory Sclf Defense Work- 
shops for Women and 
\. Girls. Please pre-reg- 
ister: $5.00 non-re- 
fundable fee, workshop 
fec on a sliding scalc. 
Workshops will also be held 
June 12, July 17, and Aug. 21. FMI con- 
tact V.W.M.A. in Easthampton at 527-0101. 


May 16 

Exhibit: An. Show Opcning and Reccption 
Photographs by Karen Ziggy Heincy, featur- 
ing her “‘catharsis” scrics of black and while 
and color photographs. Up There Gallery, 
Lunaria Bookstore, 90 King St., Nonthampton. 
2:30 p.m. FMI call 586-7851. 


May 21 

Readings: Scvcral local authors read their 
picces from the new anthology Eating Our 
Hearts Out: Personal Accounts of Women's 
Relationship to Food, cdited by Leslca 
Newman. Lunaria Bookstore, 90 King St, 
Northampton. 7:00 p.m. FMI call 586-7851. 


Music: Justina & Joyce will present their 
astoundingly high-quality vocals, resonant 
harmonics, wit, and decp insights atthe Green 
River Cafe, Federal St, Greenfield. $6.00 
admission. 9:00 p.m. FMI contact Evclinc 
MacDougall at 773-8655 or 773-3312. 


May 22 

Theatre: “Everything Reminds Me of My 
Therapist,” a one woman show by Nancy 
Tucker, will be performed at ARTSPACE, 
ECA, corners of Orange and Audubon St, 
New Haven, CT. Tickets $12 at door, $10 
advance, $8 low-income. FMI call (203)720- 


0302. 

May 29 

Reading: ae 

Phyllis Compiled by Melissa Miller 
Burke \ 


reads from i ee. 


her new memoir 

Family Values: wo Moms 

and Their Son. 7:00 p.m. Lunaria Bookstore, 
90 King St., Northampton. 7:00 p.m. FMI 
call 586-7851. 


June 5 

Reading: Scvcral authors read their picccs 
from The Time of Our Lives: Women Write on 
Sex After 40. 7:00 p.m. Lunaria Bookstore, 90 
King St., Northampton. 7:00 p.m. FMI call 
586-7851. 
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continued from page 7 


that’s causing an upward spiraling of costs, 
and a downward spiraling of health, it’s the 
nature of medicine. 

What if lesbians changed the world? 
Would we give men centralized power over 
our healing, a national health care system 
providing cvcryone equal acccss to the body 
mechanics? Or would we put an cnd Lo aulo- 
body experiences? Lesbians could take our 
own power and relearn the decp ways of 
healing. I’ve heard that one can breathe in 
healing like oxygen, project healing form 
one’scyes, sing healing, fly out of one’s body 
and restore somcone’s health miles away. I 
don’t know how, yet. Could lesbians be 


teachers of women’s wisdom to cach other, to 
young girls? 

As Alix Dobkin sang so many ycars 
ago, “if you’re waiting for the man to 
straighten out your head, you all be waiting, 
and then you all be dead.” Let’s not wait for 
the big dick in the white coat to give us 
answers about our health. Let’s get together 
and teach each other the old wimmin’s ways. 
Let’s bring cach other big baskcts of healing 
food and flowers when we’re sick. Let’s 
touch each other, sing to cach other, buoy 
each other up with blessings. Let’s stop hid- 
ing our love for each other. Let’s send love to 
each othcr along our many lesbian fricndship 
canals, like a continuous inexhaustible Now 
of crystal clear water. And whenall the canals 
are full we shall thrive like a jungle. 


lesbian screenplays withas 


ee 


une 11 t 
hes Humorist Julia Willis reads from 


We Oughta Be In i la Se ctine 
dismal job Hollywood has done showing 
Iesbianson the silver screen. 7:00 p.m. Lunania 
Bookstore, 90 King St., Northampton. 7:00 
p.m. FMI call 586-7851. 


June 12 
Conference: The Women's Caucus for Art 


(W.C.A.) will hold its firstnorthcast regional 
conference. The theme of the conference is 
“Gathcring Forces,” and features an exhibi- 
tion, “Birth Art--Miracle and Mystcry, 
sponsored by the Midwives Alliance of North 
America. Women’s Caucus for Art is the 
major national organization for women 
working in the visual arts professions. The 
conference will be held athe W.C.A. Center 
at 49 Creeping Hemlock Dr, Norwalk, CT 
(685), FMI contact the conference co-chair, 
Janct Luongo al (203)846-2642. 


June 16-20) 

Conference: The National Women’s Studics 
Association will be holding “Rewcaving 
Women’s Colors: Scholarship, Curriculum 
and Our Lives.” Cost for the conference is 
sliding; FMI contact NWSA, University of 
Maryland, at (30105-5573. 


June 18 

Reading: Madcline Moore will read from her 
award winning firstnovel Ax You Desire. 7:00 
p.m. Lunaria Bookstore, 90 King SL, 
Northampton. 7:00 p.m. FMI call 586-7851. 


June 25 

Reading: Local author Sarah Dreher reads 
from her novel Otherworld. 7:00 p.m. Lunaria 
Bookstore, 90 King St., Northampton. 7:00 
p.m. FMI call 586-7851, 


June 25-27 
Conference: Golden Threads, the worldwide 
network for Lesbian women over 50, and 
their younger women fricnds, will celebrate 
what they are and their age by 
holding their Seventh An- 
nual Golden Threads 
\ Celebration. There 
/ will be a banquct, 
dancing, feminist vid- 
cos, raps, sing-a-longs, ctc. 
FMI contact Christine Burton at 247- 

9936. 


August 10-15 

Mustic Festival: Michigan Womyn's Music 
Feastival will hold its 18th annual celebra- 
tion. There are special accommodations for 
dilferently-abled womyn, womyn of colors, 
womyn over 50, womyn in recovery, and 
womyn withchildren. FMI write to WWTMC, 
P.O. Box 22, Walhalla, MI 49458, 616-757- 
4766. 


Arion Vreodles. TWosas & Wore 
Step by or call Far takeout 


Down the Alley at 


SI Berottwood Wolk - TAonrkarst 


V4 
Rude Girls isa registered trademark of Rude 
Girls Inc.. used by permission. 


Dear Bernie and Miranda: 

First off, fet me icll you, you two are terrific. 
| moved oul to California’s wonderful Bay 
Area in August. Even though the Women’s 
community is very strong here, | ueasure my 
subscription of the VWYV and yourcolumn is 
y significant part of my enjoyment, 

Jam in grad school in a traditionally male 
dominated field and have plenty of opportu- 
nities to be a rude girl. Sadly, one of the 
hardest lessons I have leamed is that some- 
times it is better not to say anything at all. It 
js more than simply some things being so 
outrageous that they don’t even merit a re- 
sponse, Thave SO MANY battles to fight that 
J must choose them carefully. 

Well, fear not fellow rude women, [havealso 
Jeamed that less can be more and that a litle 
humor and quick thinking on my feet (or on 
my rear end while working on a computer) 
can make it possible to leap tall batdes with a 
single wil... 

Tgladly share with you some lines I have used 
in my career that have been more than just 
“conversation stoppers.” Read on, enjoy, use 
these with my blessings, and don’t let the 
bastards get you down. 


comment: “Gee, there aren't all that many 
girlsin 0” 

response: “Really, where did you leam that? 
IT never noticed.” or “And you are very ob- 
servant these days.” 


c: “Wow, you have great!” 
vr: “Wow, you have great taste lor someone 
who's about to be unemployed!” 


Uhts ix a personal favorite of mine: 

ce: “Step aside little lady, this is a MAN’S 
work!" 

r: “Oh? Are they taking urine samples in 
coke bottles today?” 


ek 


BY BERNIE AND MIRANDA “~? 


! love it when men seem to think that this is a 
compliment: 

¢:"You're really goodat for awoman.” 
r: “And you know what (draw this onc out for 
a long time— it sometimes takes a while for 
it to sink in)...You’re really goodfor a ba- 
boon.” (no offense to baboons, of course) 


Some all purpose remarks: 

“Would you say that if you knew you were 
being recorded?” 

“Some things don’teven deserve aresponsce.” 
(then walk away) 

(said inareally loud voice) “Hello” (fill 
in said offender's girlfriend, parent, or boss) 
“What? Lam sorry I didn’t quite catch that.” 
(repeat until offensive action ceases) 


That's all for now. | am looking forward to 
next month, when T get to read yet another 
“Rude Girls.” 

Yours very truly, 

CRB 


Hey, thanks. We love the fact that you 
come up with ways to protect yourself in a 
competitive and hostile environment. Un- 
fortunately, men do think that they can 
say anything they want to and that women 
should just take it, defer tomen’s opinions, 
or be grateful for the attention. And even 
the men whodon’t think soare encouraged 
to think otherwise by other men. By as- 
serting the fact that you deserve respect, 
you are helping to actively change the 
environment for other women, too. 
Bernie had this great idea about a bakery 
that would cater to.the confectionary de- 
sires of rude wimmins everywhere. Which 
would be you. Check out the comic below. 
Just think—it could happen. If you are 
interested in acake that makes a statement, 
write us at the VWV and be sure to include 
your phone number, 

Bernie's great with ideas and cakes. 
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INOPFORTUNELY 
Brown 
Oit PAW GASKET, 
OUR GALS HAVE 
FORSAKEN Lois's 
AGED VW FoR 


A MORE PUBLIC 
MEANS OF 
TRANSPORT “TD 


NCE T'mEETCHA, 
DAVE. RICECAKE ? 


Sponsored by 
Stuff-It Storage 


Pree) GREAT. THis 15 Jusr GREAT, Lois. 
| | THAWKS "TD You Im Goun'a BE 
TRAPPED OVERNIGHT ON A Bul WITH 
HARRIET AND that THAT WOMAN. 


TRY AND Rise 
ABOVE IT, AO. WERE 
tucKy THEy HAD 


SEATS LE PT aa 


THEAL I DIDNT 
kavow YoU WERE-TAKING 
THe Bus! 


“WELCOME 
ABOARD. ” 


I'LL LET You HAVE \ 4 HEY GIRLS, YY Naomi! No, I 
THE AISLE 50 YoU CAN ANYONE SITTING ie WAS SAVING THESE 
FURT WITH THEA AFTER OV » HERE? SEATS ESPECIAL 

MAXNE MODS OFF, Gn > 


Sf TASE, THEY'RE OFF... But 115 ALONG, STRANGE TRIP. Fok 


OUR HEROINE. 


“Fe 


HE MALS oF 5 


Sponsored by 
Stuff-It Storage 


Dykes To Watch Out For 


Af wus Fuu oF WEARY BuT Jo {ON THE FLOOR WITH EIGHT OTHER 
EXHILARATED MARCHERS WENDS 17) Jf WHERE D youtND )\ PEOPLE AT My CasiN’s HOUSE IN THE 
WAY HOMEWARD FRoA UR NATION'S UP STAYING, 

MOMENTARILY QUEER CAPITAL. Ie 


RYDE GIRISRM 


ve CREME PND CASIOM Gate 
pvbe CAKES ANID OTWER UMM DESSERTS 


ale WHO'D WANNA COne TO 

' I BABEFEST OF THE CENTURY 

R 

MORNE TIL VI) au SLEEP? 1’ so PunreD ow 
° m} ADRENAUNE I DONT THINK I'LL 

COME Down Tit NEXT WEEK. 


SInK 


a uN 


) FROM EVERY STATE 

*{ IN THE UNION. RHODE 
ISLAND WAS A DRAG 
QUEEN, Thovly Do 
THINK THAT COUNTS ? 


GINGER, WHAT 


{ cova MEAN You 
“1 DIDN'T LEAVE YouR HoTeL?] 
NoT EVEN FoR THE 


HEY, MALIKA 4 ; Gosd, TOWN. NO oN 
AND I HAD’? SEEN 1 ea You TWO GOKWA MORE LATE- NIGHT MELTINGS , 
YEAH, VM COMPLETELY WIPED | Do wir youR- | { NO MORE PHOWES RINGING OFF 
OuT, But 17 WAS WORTH IT. 14 SELVES Now THAT J THE HOOK, No MORE | 
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Announcements 


Compiled by Melissa Miller 


The Everywoman’s Center is open Mon- 
Tues-Thurs-Fri from 9-4 and Wed noon to 4. 
AN EWC services are available to all women 
free of charge. The EWC is located on the 
second floor of Wilder Hall at UMass. Phone 
545-0883. 


Friends of Bosnia is a non-profit organiza- 
tion thal was formed in response to the blatant 
Injusuces and atrocitics being perpetuated in 
Bosnia-Hercegovina. They are circulating a 
petiton protesting Serbian aggression If you 
are horrified and outraged by the mass and 
systematic raping of women and girls, the 
concentration camps and mass deportation of 
civilians in Bosnia-Herccgovnia, call 413- 
532-2678 or write P.O. Box 9 South Hadlcy, 
MA 01075 fora petition. 


Attention UMass Seniors: The scnior 
campaign gift of 1993 will be to the 
Everywoman’s Center. 40% of the sc- 
niors contacted have made pledges to the 
campaign. Seniors contributing $93 dol- 
lars or more reccive a 1993 T-shirt, which 
they can pick up at the Senior Picnic. 
Have you piedged?! For morc info con- 
tact Danny Chun at 545-3509. 


New Hotline: Club EX Network, the 
Intcrational Gay and Lesbian Home Ex- 
change and Hospitality Club recently cs- 
tablished a Toll Free Number for informa- 
tion in the US —the first home exchange 
and hospitality networking service for 
Gays and Lesbians worldwide. For more 
information call 1-800-787-0010 or write 
Doug Rattray, Club EX Network, Box 
101, London SW12 OPR, United King- 
dom. 


Massachusetts Gay & Lesbian Politi- 
cal Caucus: On the 1993 agenda arc cf- 
forts on behalf of legislation for domestic 
partner bencfits, Hate Crimes Icgislation, 
protection of HIV test confidentiality, ad- 
equate AIDS funding, and organizing in 
support of the Federal Gay and Lesbian 
Civil Rights Law. To support MGLPC, 
callor writc 617-262-1565, P.O. Box 246, 
Statchousc, Boston, MA 02133. 


Radio: “Now’s the Time,” is a women’s 
radio program fcaturing music, news, and 
interview of special interest to Lesbians, 
Feminists, and Allics. With Judy O’, 
WMUA, 91.1 FM, Sunday nights 6-9 pm. 


Radio Work: Announcing an opportu- 
nity for interested persons to participate in 
producing radio programs on political and 
social issucs. Undercurrents is a public 
affairs show on WMUA, which tics to 
cover news and perspectives which are 
usually omitted in the mainsurcam press. 
Undercurrents members take tums pro- 
ducing hour-long shows, which air on Mon- 
day evenings from 6-7. Opportunitics are 
open for interested individuals from the col- 
leges and from the community to help pre- 
pare programs and to parlicipate in a training 
course al WMUA through which you reccive 
an FCC license and can then cnginecr a show. 
WMUA is currently vastly underused as a 
means of political education. contact Jennic 
Traschen 545-0545 or David Kastor 549- 
4119 or Michacl Holroyde 586-9045. 


UMass GLB: Phonetine: LAMDA, the 
GLB’s 24-hour voice-messaging informa- 
Lion service is accessible from any touch-tone 
phone. Dial LAMDA (5-2632) from any on- 
campus phone; 54-LAMDA (545-2632) from 


off-campus. For information about listing 
events, call at 545-4824. 


Valley Bisexual Network cxists but necds 
people to get involved to keep it going. help 
is needed with events and the newsletter. 
Contact: V.B.N., P.O. Box 1125, 
Northampton, Ma. 01061 


FPCWM and AIDS Allies Merge: The 
family Planning Council of Western Massa- 
chuscus is pleased to announce the addition 
of AIDS Allics to its roster of community 
health programs. AIDS Allics will now be 
administered by FRCWM. This merger will 
nol effect or alter any of the services offered 


Sixth Women’s Herbal Conference - Au- 
gust 20-22, 1993. Join Amanda McQuade 
Crawford, Susun Weed and 13 Ieading women 
herbalists as they share skills in herbal 
medcine, women’s herbs, wild plant walks, 
herb gardening & more. Beginner & Ad- 
vanced Ievel workshops. $195 before July 
15, $215 after. Blazing Star Herbal School, 
P.O. Box 6, Shelburne Falls, MA 01370. 
(413)625-6875. 


Quick Movers! Lowest priced professional 
movers. Pianos. Antiqucs. Appliances. 
Rubbish. 253-7777, 24 hours/day. 


Drummer or Bassist Wanted to complete a 
2-woman, 2-man band, We’re fronted by a 
woman, playing her original, articulate pop 
and rock songs. Not a student project (ages 
28-45). We'll be playing locally and region- 
ally. Aster Zoto 665-4888. 


Write From The Heart offers cight weck 
writing workshops for women beginning the 
second week of May. Classes are held in 
Northampton. Also, special one-day work- 
shop about feminist publishing: “How To 
Get What You Writc, Read.” offered on Sat- 
urday, May 22nd. For information call Leslca 
Newman at (413)584-3865. 


Housemate wanted. 2 Lesbian Feminists 
seck third. Large kitchen, hardwood floors, 
quict street. 1 cool cal, no more please. Must 
be non-smoking and financially responsible. 
$180+. Call 584-8189. 


Aardvark Cleaning & Absquatulation 
Co. — All: types of cleaning and rubbish 
removal. Home and Office. Basements. 
Garages. Referenges 24 hrs./dy 253-9892. 


by cither society. FMI contact Amy Aaron al 
586-2()16. 


Tools Needed: Arise for Social Justice is 
secking donations of tools to begin a Tool 
Lending Library at its new project, the Sclf- 
Reliance Center. Hammers, saws, and auto- 
molive tools are needed. Also, Arisc hopes to 
locate power tools which people in the com- 
munity would be willng to loan to homeless 
peopic using the Center with Arise guaran- 
tecing their return. For morc info contact 
Lance Gearing or Michaclann Bewscc at 734- 
4948, 


Outreach Volunteers Needed: AIDS Allies 
is in immediate need of voluntecrs for two 
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important programs: B.R.1.D.G.E. Teams in 
Springficld and Holyoke, as well as Public 
Sex Outreach Teams will do outreach on the 
street—primarily to persons in the scx indus- 
tury. Condoms, resources, and information are 
distributed to those who want them. Volun- 
teers are fully traincd in AIDS education, 
safer scx methods, street outreach, personal 
safety, substance abuse, and community re- 
sources. AIDS Allics arc especially in need 
of African-American and bilingual volun- 
teers for the BRIDGE tcam. For morc info 
contact Kelley Hopkins, AIDS Allics, 93 A 
Mill Park, Springficld, Ma, 01108. Phone: 
747-5144, 


Graduate Assistant Positions: The UMass 


Program for Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual Con- 


cems secks UMass graduate students for 
graduate assistant positions for the 1993-94 
academic year. Positions will most lickly be 
20 hours a weck and applicants should be 
familiar wih and supportive of gay, Iesbian 


Classifieds €\e 


A Backpack for Lesbians onthe Long Trail. 
3 nights/4 days. All expericnce welcome. 
May 28-31. Equipment exchange and some 
bartcr available. Ecofeminism, Wilderness 
Ethics, Fun and Frolic. S75-100, inclusive. 
Guided by Angel Russck. FMI (508) 544- 
8457/6184 or Box 252 Wendell, MA Regis- 
ter by May 1. 


Non-smoking Woman Housemate needed 
June 1.$190+ Nicc house on dead end street 
w/ cool feminist women. Call 253-5956. 


Drumming Circle for Women Only. 
“Drumming as Celebration, Prayer, Heal- 
ing,” held Sundays May 2, Junc 6, July 11, 5- 
8 p.m., $3-5. No experience necessary; call 
for location. Also training in shamanic tcch- 
niqucs, private sessions in shamanic counscl- 
ing, free lectures, events throughout the year, 
many for women only. Free mailings. SPI- 
RALS Center for Nco-Shamanism, P.O. Box 
60614, Northampton, MA 01060, (413)586- 
1084. 


The National Association of Female Ex- 
ecutives (cveryonc welcome), also women 
special group rates on health, disability, life 
insurancc, and lots more. Membership $20/ 
year. Call Julian Lekus (413)256-0107 


Thunder Thighs? Big Butt? Says Who? 
Leam to like your body! Call True Colors at 
(S08)287-4532 or write 1538 Main St. Con- 
cord, MA ()1742 for a free catalog of tapes, 
books, and more. 


Seeking Dyke Housemate in 2 bedroom 
Northampton. No Pets. No smoke. $225 
inludes heat... perfect for the summer. Move 
in July 1st. Call Jeannette 584-4996. 


and bisexual concerms. The Program also 
secks undergrads with workstudy for part 
lime positions in the office. For more infoand 
an application, please call the Program at 
5454824. 


Lesbian Theater: Theater, Too, is a lesbian 
community theatre group which has been 
active in the Pioneer Valley since 1975. The- 
atcr, Too is upgrading its register of women 
interested in working on productions: actors, 
stage hands, directors, producers, and techni- 
cians of all persuasions. No experience is 
necessary, If interested, please phone Sarah 
at 256-8397 and Icave a message, or send 
your name and address to Theater, Too, 21 
Valley View Dr., Amherst, Ma, 01002. 
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Venture Out: Join other outdoor enthusiasts 
for hiking, biking, skiing, horseback riding, 
walking, skating, canocing, ctc...Western 
Massachusetts’ own lesbian, gay, and bi- 
sexual outdoor social club is now onc year old 
and going strong. No mcctings...simply a 
monthly newsletter full of advernturous op- 
tions for you to choose from. For complimen- 
tary newsletter and registration material send 
an SASE to Venture Out, P.O. Box 60271, 
Northampton, Ma, 01060, or call 584-3145 
or 584-8928. 


Career Programs: Radcliffe Carcer Scr- 
vices is offering several carrer programs ap- 
plicable to women in May and Junc, includ- 
ing “Women in the Legal Profession: The 
Impact of Law on Women and Women on 
Law,” and “Workplace Issues of Women 
Survivors of Childhood Sexual Abuse.” For 
more information call (617)495-863 1. 


Support Groups: 

Miscarrage Support Group: Ongoing 
mectings open to women who have expe- 
ricnced loss through miscarriage whether 
20 years ago or more recent. Tuesday 
evenings 7:00-8:30 p.m. Bangs Commu- 
nity Center, Boltwood Walk, Amherst. 
Call Charan Burford for infoat 548-9587, 
Support Group for Lesbians with Cancer 
and Other Immune Systems Diseases and 
Their Partners: founded by The Valley 
Women’s Health Project, meets in Amherst 
at the Bangs Community Center on 
Boltwood Walk on second Tuesday of 
cach month from 7:00-8:30 p.m. For more 
information call Ruth Rae at 548-9431 or 
Anne Perkins at (508)544-6385, 

Women Incest Survivors Support Group: 
this group allows women incest survivors 
to come together and share experiences 
with incest and the impact it has had, and 
continues to have, on survivors’ lives. 
Mectings arc Monday nights from 7:00- 
9:30 in Seelye, Hall Second Floor Lounge, 
Smith College. For more information call 
Laura at 584-5039 or Jenny at 863-4656. 
Menopause, informal support group: Mccts 
monthly. Call Kate, 584-2669. 


Meeting Times: 

Bisexual feminist Women's Discussion 
Group: Meets in Northampton every other 
Tucsday. mectings are open to interested 
biscxual women. A diverse group has been 
mecuing for almost a year now. Call for 
more info @ 586-4685 (no diseretion 
needed). 

The Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Commu- 
nity Center gencral mectings are the first 
Tuesday of every month at 7pm at the 
Unitarian Meccting House in Northampton. 
FMI call 585-0683. 

The Valley Gay Alliance mects the first and 
third Thursdays of cach month at 7:30 pm in 
the Unitarian Mccting House, Northampton. 
FMI call 527-2554. 

PFLAG mccts the 2nd Tuesday of cach 
monthat 7:30 pm at Grace Episcopal Church 
Parish Hall, Spring Strect, Amherst. 
Queer Nation mects every Wednesday 6-7 
pm at Bangs Community Center, Amherst. 
FMI call 584-4213. Teen support group in 
Northampon; call 586-7377. 

AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power (ACT-UP) 
of Western Mass meets on the second and 
fourth Thursdays of the month, 16 Center 
Street, Room 311, Northampton, 7:30 pm. 
FMI call 584-4213, 

WAC imcets on the second and fourth Mon- 
days of the month, Haymarket Cafe, Noho, 
6:30 pm. Women only please. 586-0216. 
Institute for the Healing of Racism meets on 
the Istand 3rd Tuesdays of cach month; the 
steering commitice will mect 6:30-7 (all are 
welcome) and group discussion 
FMI call Jeannie at 586-6194. 


follows. 


